AP Test Strategies
Multiple Choice is 40% of final score. Essays are 60% of final grade.

1) Writing Process (for essay #1 and #2…#3 amendments put in italics)
-T4 the question (Same)
-Write the thesis, put in blanks if you need to (2-3 devices or aspects of same “device”) (Same)
-Read and T4 the text to find examples and literary devices (You already read the text; if needs be, brainstorm a few key points from the book that apply to the question and jot them down, i. e. fill in the blanks of your thesis
-Write the essay (see below)

-BE SURE TO MAKE SURE THESIS ANSWERS THE QUESTION AND THE ESSAY PROVES THE THESIS

2) Structure

-Intro = Fluff sentence(s), mention “text” and author, then thesis and examples. Thesis and example can be one sentence like AP World History, or can be two sentences.
-Body Paragraph = Topic Sentence (thesis because reason #1), define literary device, mention how it is a literary device in this text-use words from the text to do this, explain HOW the device creates meaning…HOW should be at least 4 sentences

-Repeat body paragraphs as necessary. At least 2. Three make create a superficial HOW explanation.
-Conclusion = Synthesis statements that encompasses intro and does not introduce new information. If you are running out of time, and you shouldn’t, skip this part. 
3) HOW
-Ask “how” (ask why three times, like a child) Examples: Piggy’s death ( savagery or ( 
-How exactly/specifically does the concrete show the abstract; DESCRIBE THE PATH
-Keep relationship between author ( text( reader in mind; DESCRIBE THE PATH
-Universality = what does the author do to be universal (apply text to society, average Joe, readers of the time of the text)

-Show how the opposite doesn’t prove your thesis [ (-) + (-) = (+)],saying how the opposite of your thesis is false. 

-Propose an alternative (especially in critique essays) and prove how the alternative would be better. DESCRIBE THE PATH
Formula for a “How” body paragraph

1) Topic Sentence (thesis because reason) (about 1-2 sentences)
2) Define the poetic tool. “Symbolism is when a concrete object represents and abstract idea.” (about 1-2 sentences)
3) State that the poetic tool is in line, “…”(about 2-3 sentences)
4) Apply the lines to the tool; explain how the tool is in the lines, “…”(about 1-2 sentences)
5) Elaborate clear “how” to connect the lines to the tool to the meaning; “exactly how does the metaphor of rain show sadness?” = rain typically connotes sadness…falling rain is falling hope…rain brings dark clouds and ominous weather usually connotes depression…when people are sad, they say they are “blue” (as raindrops) or “down” (like the rain falling down) (about 3-6 sentences)
4) Common Writing Errors
-Diction (appropriate and mature word choice) and syntax (varied in length and grammatical structure)
-Tense/Person agreement, keep text in same tense and person 

-Effective use of mature grammatical conventions
-Effective, appropriate use of literary devices- “salt”

