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AP Notes
Multiple Choice = 40% of final score
Essays = 60% of final

Writing Process


T4 question


Write thesis- put in blanks if need be


Read and T4 text to find examples and literary devices


Write Essay



Be sure to make sure thesis answers question



Author uses x, y, and z, to answer…

Explain how the author creates a relationship between _ and _.

Structure


Intro- fluff, sentence (s), mention “text” and author, then thesis and examples. Thesis and example can be one or two sentences.

Body Paragraph- Topic Sentence (thesis because reason #1), define literary device- mention how it is a device in this text. Explain how the device creates meaning. How should 4 sentences.



Repeat body paragraph as necessary. At least 2. Three may create a superficial explanation.


Conclusion = Synthesis statements that encompasses intro and doesn’t introduce any new info. If you are running out of time skip this part.

How


Ask “how” (ask why 3 times like kid)



Piggy’s death- savagery- individual v. society


How exactly/ specifically does the concrete show the abstract; describe the path.


Keep relationship between author-text-reader in mind. Describe the path.


Universality = what does the author do to be universal (apply text to society).

Show how the opposite doesn’t prove your thesis [(-)+(-) = (+)] Saying how the opposite of your thesis is false.


Propose an alternative (especially in critique essays) and prove  how the alternative would be better. Describe the path.

Common Writing Errors


Diction-Apply proper word choice.


Sentence syntax


Tense/Person agreement, keep text in same tense and person (first, third/ past, present)

Consider TAW or text as whole. It will help to bring essay together and help to make connections to other texts.

Use transitional sentences rather than transitional phrases. It is more of an authorship and less of common writing. It will set your essay apart from others.

Perhaps mention literary canon. The literary canon is an imaginary list of all texts of literary merit.

Text Summaries/ Character names- Shortened version/ I also give a personal rating on a 1 to 5 scale
3-The Aeneid-


Characters- Aeneas, Dido, Turnus

Summary- Virgil's Aeneid follows prince Aeneas and his fellow Trojans as they sail to Italy after the fall of Troy. Aeneas suffers many hardships and sacrifices as the warrior prepares for his destiny: personifying the virtues that would bring a rebirth and golden age to Rome.

5-Anthem-


Characters- Equality 7-2521, Liberty 5-3000, International 4-8818, The Saint of the Pyre

Summary- In Ayn Rand's Anthem, hero Equality 7-2521 yearns to be a scientist but is held back by a government that fears his intelligence. Ayn Rand's novella, set in a futuristic dictatorship, centers on the sins of free thought in a dark world of Collectivism, where individuals exist solely to serve the state. Equality 7-2521 dares to think, explore, imagine, question, love, and even discover electricity. He commits the ultimate sin when he rediscovers the Unspeakable Word — "I."

5-All Quiet on the Western Front-


Characters- Paul Baumer, Himmelstoss, Franz Kemmerich, Albert Kropp, Leer, Kat, Gerard Duval

Summary- In All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Maria Remarque takes you inside the gruesome realities of World War I through the eyes of Paul Bäumer, a sensitive teenager and typical infantryman in the German army. Enlisted with his classmates at the urging of a teacher, Paul reaches manhood during three years as a soldier. Paul's loss of innocence is the focus of the author's sentiments about patriotic myths and the lasting effects of World War I on an entire generation.

2-Beowulf-


Characters- Beowulf, Wiglaf, Grendel, Grendel’s Mother, Hrothgar, Unferth, Wealhtheow

Summary- Beowulf is called to kill the Grendel. He does and becomes a hero once more, yata yata yata.
3-Bless Me, Ultima-


Characters-Antonio, Ultima, Tenorio

Summary- In Rudolfo Anaya's Bless Me, Ultima, set in New Mexico in the 1940s, young Antonio becomes obsessed with questions about destiny, life and death, and good and evil. When elderly folk healer Ultima moves in with Antonio's family to live out her last days, Antonio turns to her for guidance when he loses confidence in parental viewpoints and Catholicism.

4-Brave New World-


Characters- Bernard Marx, John the Savage, Lenina, Linda, The D.H.C. Mustapha Mond, Hemholtz Watson

Summary- Aldous Huxley's Brave New World looks to the year 2540, where society accepts promiscuous sex and drug use and science has made humanity carefree, healthy, and technologically advanced. War and poverty no longer exist, and people are always happy. But these achievements have come by eliminating things from which people derive happiness — family, cultural diversity, art, literature, and religion.

3-Canterbury Tales-


Characters- Harry Bailey (The Host), The Knight, The Miller, The Wife of Bath, The Pardoner

Summary- Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales follows a story-telling contest among a group of pilgrims from various levels of society on their way to the shrine of Saint Thomas à Beckett. Throughout these tales, Chaucer weaves elements of humor, satire, ethics, sin, and redemption, often 

1-Catcher in the Rye-

Characters- Holden Caufield, Phoebe, Allie, D.B., Mr. Antolini

Summary- In J.D. Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield recounts the days following his expulsion from Pencey Prep, a private school. After a fight with his roommate, Stradlater, Holden leaves school two days early to explore New York before returning home, interacting with teachers, prostitutes, nuns, an old girlfriend, and his sister along the way.

3-A Doll’s House-


Characters- Nora Helmer, Torvald Helmer, Christine Linde, Dr. Rank

Summary- In Henrik Ibsen's A Doll's House, business, blackmail, forgery, and love come together as Nora Helmer tries to repay money she secretly borrowed so her husband Torvald could recuperate from a serious illness. 

5-Divine Comedy-


Characters- Dante, Virgil

Summary- In The Divine Comedy: Inferno, Dante Alighieri travels deeper and deeper into the circles of Hell, encountering giants, poets, scholars, queens, politicians, popes, and more. What endears Dante to the reader is his compassion for the sinners, even though he later recognizes that pity is wasted on them.


5-Fahrenheit 451-


Characters- Guy Montag, Captain Beatty, Clarisse McClellan, Professor Faber, Mildred Montag, Granger, The Mechanical Hound

Summary- In Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451, you journey to the 24th century to an overpopulated world in which the media controls the masses, censorship prevails over intellect, and books are considered evil because they make people question and think. The story is told by Guy Montag, a fireman who burns books for a living.

2-Frankenstein-


Characters- Victor Frankenstein, The Monster, Elizabeth Lavenza, Justine Moritz

Summary- Frankenstein follows Victor Frankenstein's triumph as he reanimates a dead body, and then his guilt for creating such a thing. When the "Frankenstein monster" realizes how he came to be and is rejected by mankind, he seeks revenge on his creator's family to avenge his own sorrow.
4-Hamlet-


Characters- Hamlet, Claudius, Gertrude, Polonius, Ophelia, Laertes, Horatio

Summary- William Shakespeare's Hamlet follows the young prince Hamlet home to Denmark to attend his father's funeral. Hamlet is shocked to find his mother already remarried to his Uncle Claudius, the dead king's brother. And Hamlet is even more surprised when his father's ghost appears and declares that he was murdered.

4-Hiroshima-


Characters- Miss Toshiko, Dr. Masakazu Fujii, Mrs. Hatsuyo Nakamura, Father Wilhelm Kleinsorge, Dr. Terufumi Sasaki, Reverend Kiyoshi Tanimoto

Summary- John Hersey's Hiroshima recounts the hours, days, and years after August 6, 1945, when the first atomic bomb was dropped from an American plane on the 245,000 residents of Hiroshima, Japan. While the city was destroyed and thousands died, Hiroshima focuses on six survivors.

5-The Iliad-


Characters- Achilles, Patroklos, Agamemnon, Odysseus, Nestor, Hektor, Priam

Summary- Homer's The Iliad starts after the Achaians have been at war with the Trojans for nine years, trying to retrieve Helen of Troy, the wife of Menelaos who was kidnapped by Paris. The story follows Achilles, who would prefer to die a young hero in battle than live to be old but ordinary.

5-Julius Caesar-


Characters- Caesar, Antony, Octavius, Brutus, Cassius

Summary- In William Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, Brutus and Cassius plot to assassinate Rome's most famous emperor, Julius Caesar. After they accomplish this in perhaps the most famous death scene ever written — "Et tu, Bruté?" — Antony and Octavius pursue the conspirators across Italy, climaxing in one final, epic battle.

4-Life of Pi-


Characters- Pi, the tiger

Summary- Pi questions what religion he should believe in so he believes in Hinduism, Islam, and Christianity. His family is moving to Canada their boat gets destroyed yet he survives and becomes stranded on a boat with a tiger. They live and he gets rescued. 
4-Lord of the Flies-


Characters- Ralph, Jack, Piggy, Simon, Samneric, Roger

Summary- In Lord of the Flies, British schoolboys are stranded on a tropical island. In an attempt to recreate the culture they left behind, they elect Ralph to lead, with the intellectual Piggy as counselor. But Jack wants to lead, too, and one-by-one, he lures the boys from civility and reason to the savage survivalism of primeval hunters.

0-A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard based on her diary, 1785-1812- 


Characters- Martha Ballard

Summary- Dull, Dull, and more dull. She delivered babies in winter. It was difficult. If this is on the AP Test I will walk out of the testing room without a second glance.
5-Night-


Characters- Eliezer “Elie” Wiesel, Chlomo Wiesel (Elie’s Dad), Moshe the Beadle, 

Summary- Night recounts Elie Wiesel's test of faith and struggle for life through the horrors of the Holocaust. Twelve-year-old Elie and his family are packed into a crowded cattle car and shipped to the Auschwitz-Birkenau complex, where this mere boy survives inhumanities that cause him to question a silent God who could let such suffering occur.
3-The Odyssey-


Characters- Odysseus, Penelope, Telemachus, Athena, Polyphemus, King Alcinous, Circe, Calypso

Summary- The Odyssey is Homer's epic of Odysseus' 10-year struggle to return home after the Trojan War. While Odysseus battles mystical creatures and faces the wrath of the gods, his wife Penelope and his son Telemachus stave off suitors vying for Penelope's hand and Ithaca's throne long enough for Odysseus to return. The Odyssey ends as Odysseus wins a contest to prove his identity, slaughters the suitors, and retakes the throne of Ithaca.

2-Oedipus Rex-


Characters- Oedipus, Creon, Tiresias, Jocasta

Summary- Oedipus discovers that he unknowingly murdered his father and wed his mother — and gouges out his own eyes in horror.

5-Of Mice and Men-


Characters- George Milton, Lennie Small, Candy, Curley, Curley’s Wife, Slim, Crooks

Summary- John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men is a parable about what it means to be human. Steinbeck's story of George and Lennie's ambition of owning their own ranch, and the obstacles that stand in the way of that ambition, reveal the nature of dreams, dignity, loneliness, and sacrifice. Ultimately, Lennie, the mentally handicapped giant who makes George's dream of owning his own ranch worthwhile, ironically becomes the greatest obstacle to achieving that dream.

4-Othello-


Characters- Othello, Iago, Desdemona, Emilia

Summary- Othello is William Shakespeare's tragedy of the Moor who "loved not wisely but too well." In Venice, Othello elopes with Desdemona, the daughter of a Venetian senator. Iago, who hates Othello and who feels he has been passed over for a promotion, plots to bring down Othello. Through Iago's lies and manipulation, Othello believes that Desdemona has been unfaithful and kills her. When the truth comes out, Othello stands on his honor and kills himself.

2-The Prince-


Characters- The Medici Family, Savonarola, The Borgia Family, The Sforza Family, Pope Julius II

Summary- In The Prince, political philosopher Niccolò Machiavelli offers his observations on human behavior, leadership, and foreign policy. The treatise, written during the Italian Renaissance, is an extended analysis of how to acquire and maintain political power. 

2-Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead-


Characters- Rosencrantz, Guildenstern

Summary- Rosencrantz and Guildenstern’s story about what happens to them when they are supposed to deliver Hamlet to England.
5-Slaughterhouse Five-


Characters- Billy Pilgrim, Bernhard V. O’hare, Valencia Merble, Kilgore Trout, Montana Wildhack, Barbra Pilgrim

Summary- Billy Pilgrim was a POW in Dresden during the bombing and jumps back and forth through time.
5-Tartuffe-


Characters- M. Orgon, Tartuffe, Dorine

Summary- Molière's Tartuffe reveals how a religious hypocrite — an imposter — almost succeeds in his plot to jail a naive friend and his family and thereby cheat them out of their home. The social comedy, which satirizes false piety, hypocrites, and certain aspects of the Catholic Church, was perennially banned.

4-A Tale of Two Cities-


Characters- Doctor Alexandre Manette, Lucie Manette, Charles Darnay, Sydney Carton, Therese Defarge, Ernest Defarge, Jerry Cruncher

Summary- A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens, deals with the major themes of duality, revolution, and resurrection. It was the best of times, it was the worst of times in London and Paris, as economic and political unrest lead to the American and French Revolutions. The main characters in Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities — Doctor Manette, Charles Darnay, and Sydney Carton — are all recalled to life, or resurrected, in different ways as turmoil erupts. 

5-Things Fall Apart-


Characters- Okonkwo, Unoka, Obierika, Mr. Brown, Reverend James Smith

Summary- The tragic fall of the protagonist Okonkwo and the African Igbo culture. Okonkwo's fear of weakness and failure leads him to killings, alienation from his community, and, eventually, to his suicide. 
Tone words to remember-

Whimsical, somber, pretentious, pedantic, lugubrious, insipid, flippant, diffident, colloquial, allusive
Use universal statements. They are like quotes that connect to everybody and make you seem like you are really thinking.

Poetic tool. If you name several poetic tools that were used then you seem more knowledgeable. Remember your poetic tools.

Make sure the tense agrees. 

Hero’s journey has specific steps they are different from tragic hero and romantic hero. Tragic hero- high social status, character flaw, transformation.

Romantic hero-like Robin Hood or Lancelot. Common person, represent everybody, pure love, honest, connection to nature.
If necessary to skip something when writing your AP Exam Essay skip the conclusion. 

Always brainstorm first. Make sure your ideas are somewhat laid out on paper to help you know what your writing about and can stay on topic.

There is a fine line between diction/ syntax and voice. Know which one you are using and why. Don’t just get sloppy.

Use lists in your writing to help clarify ideas.


Parallelism


Don’t ever repeat the same adjective or verb. Avoid noun repetition. 



Talk around it to avoid using the word.

