	Suggested chronology: start on July 1st and have completed by first day of school


AP Literature & Composition Summer Reading Assignment

This assignment will be your “ticket in the door” to AP English. You will not be allowed into the classroom for the first day of class without this assignment.  The good news is that you will have all summer to do it and it should only take you about 30 hours. The texts will be used in class discussions. 

The bulk of your work is to read Catch 22 by Joseph Heller. Here are the steps you should take, in order, before/during/after you read:
1) Go to http://armadafoster.weebly.com/catch-22.html and download the document called “catch 22 vocab”. Define each word to assist your reading.

2) Go to http://armadafoster.weebly.com/catch-22.html and download the document called “Italy map with cities”. Use it as a geographical reference to assist your reading.

3) Go to http://armadafoster.weebly.com/catch-22.html and download the document called “motif references”. Use it as a guide to assist your reading.

4) Go to http://armadafoster.weebly.com/catch-22.html and watch the video at the bottom of the page. This mimics the mood of the text. Keep in mind that as a reader of this text, there are times where you are SUPPOSED to be confused and are supposed to laugh.

5) As you read, create a timeline of significant plot events from the text. Heller wrote his text “dischronologically” to mimic the disjointed atmosphere of war. Your task is to simply put all major plot events (about 20-25) in chronological order in a concise, easy to read format. Go to http://armadafoster.weebly.com/catch-22.html and download the documents called “timeline actual” and “timeline example” to see examples.
6) As you read, create a character map of all significant characters from the text from the text. Heller wrote his text “dischronologically” to mimic the disjointed atmosphere of war. Your task is to simply put all major characters (about 20-25) into a web that reflects their relationship to each other. Go to http://armadafoster.weebly.com/catch-22.html and download the document called “character map” to see an example. 
7) As you read, download each quiz at http://armadafoster.weebly.com/catch-22.html. Take the quiz on your own, individually without using the text as a resource. Then, grade yourself using each quiz’s answer key. Bring each quiz score to class on the first day. This will not be a grade in Powerschool, but will be used as a discussion guide in the first few days of class. Use these to assist your reading.
8) After reading, write a brief, potent literary analysis of the theme of the text using multiple text examples to support your analysis. Basically answer the question, “What is Heller’s theme, intent, and/or message and how do you know?” In other words, show me you can “see the forest and the trees” of the text by explaining the text’s purpose while citing specific text events and quotes. Logistics: typed, double spaced, third person, formal language, long enough answer the question, short enough to be interesting. This will be graded using the rubric called “rubric” at http://armadafoster.weebly.com/ap-writing-help.html 
Technology Supplements
While it is not required to have a smart device for this class, it is highly encouraged.
Please complete the following before the first day of class:

1) Sign up for Remind 101 by either downloading the app & texting @fosterap to 81010.
2) Send Mr. Foster three emails over the summer (one each month) to 
tell him about your summer work progress at afoster@armadaschools.org
3) Create a professional twitter account (or be sure your current twitter account is appropriate to use for school) and read posts at #fosterap

4) Download a free QR code reader app

5) Download the free Voxer app, create an account, add aricfoster2 as a contact
6) Become proficient in the use of Gmail and Google docs

	Suggested chronology: 
completed by July 1st


Discover the All Stars

In addition, you will have to review and master multiple literary devices throughout the summer. The document of all the terms is called “Lit Terms All Stars” and is the third document at http://armadafoster.weebly.com/ap-literature--composition.html You will be assessed on all of these items in the first week of school and throughout the entire year. Make flash cards of all of the bolded terms. On one side of the card, put the term in a large font; on the other side write a definition of the term IN YOUR OWN WORDS and provide at least one unique example that you created. 
	Suggested chronology: completed by September 1st


Become a Foster child
In preparation for the AP exam and for college literature classes, we will need to make sure we know what we know about literature. Specifically, we need to identify some stereotypically universal truths about texts of literary merit. In this vein, purchase the text, How to Read Literature Like a Professor subtitled “A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines” by Thomas Foster (no relation).  In this book, Foster outlines common trends in literature with specific examples. Read the book and for each chapter, write a 25 word summary and elaborate one example to extrapolate this summary. In other words, for each chapter, write a 25 word summary and choose one example that the author used to explain the chapter and describe how that example embodies the chapter’s idea. This is as close as we get to using a “text book” for the class, and it will be referenced all year.  

Review

1) Do all of the Catch 22 items (#5, 6, & 8 will be collected on the first day of class)
2) Do the technology things
3) Make the flash cards

4) Buy the Thomas Foster book and summarize each chapter with an example
5) Email Mr. Foster at afoster@armadaschools.org with any questions…responsibly. Last year I had a student email me, “What do you want us to do exactly?” 28 hours before the first day of school. This is irresponsible. I am eager to interact with you over the summer, but not eager to answer emails a few days before the first day of school. If this is unclear, read the “Grasshopper and Ant” fable at http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/AntGra.shtml for a thematic clarification about seeing how short term decision making and time management affect long term success. 
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