AP Test Notes

Writing Process
1) T-4 the question

2) Write the thesis (put in blanks for 2-3 literary devices if needed)

3) Read and T-4 the text to find examples and literary devices

4) Write the essay

Structure

1) Intro-fluff sentences, mention text and author, then thesis and examples (1 or 2 sentences)

2) Body Paragraph- topic sentence, define literary device, mention how it is a literary device in this text, use words from text, how the device creates meaning

3) Repeat the body paragraph (2 body paragraphs is okay)

4) Conclusion- synthesis statements that encompasses intro and doesn’t introduce new info (if running out of time don’t do conclusion)

How

· “How” (ask why 3 times, like a child)

· How exactly/specifically does the concrete show the abstract, DESCRIBE THE PATH (ex: Piggy ( savagery)

· Keep relationship between the author(text(reader in mind

· Universality- what does the author do to be universal (apply text to society)
· Show how the opposite doesn’t prove your thesis

· Propose an alternative and prove how the alternative is better

Common Writing Errors

· Diction, apply proper word choice

· Sentence syntax

· Tense/person agreement, keep text in same tense and person

Formula for “How” Body Paragraph

1) Topic sentence

2) Define the poetic tool

3) State that the poetic tool is in line

4) Apply lines to the tool

*Elaborate clear “how” to connect the lines to the tool to meaning

EX: “exactly how does the metaphor of rain show sadness

· Rain typically connotes sadness

· Falling rain is falling hope

· Rain brings dark clouds and ominous weather which usually connotes depression

· When people are sad, they say they are “blue” (as raindrops) or “down” (like the rain falling down

Possessive s rules

· ‘s if one person owns something (ex: the cat’s tail)

· s’ if more than one person owns something (the girls’ clothes)
· ‘s on last person in a list if they all own the same thing (ex: Sam and Thomas’s sister)
· ‘s on all the people in a list if they own a different thing (ex: Mr. Foster’s and Mr. Hundey’s class)

Two different types of heroes

· Tragic-Hamlet
· High social status

· Character flaw that leads to downfall

· Some kind of transformation

· Romantic

· Common person

· Represent everybody

· Have pure love interest

· Strong connection to nature

Heroes Journey

1. Call (meet your questor)

2. Threshold (leaving)

3. Tests and ordeals (challenges)

4. Into the abyss

5. Transformation

6. Go home).

Tone Words

· Somber = dark, gloomy, dull, melancholic
· Lugubrious = mournful, dismal, gloomy

· Candid = free from prejudice, impartial, open, obvious

· Flippant = Marked by disrespectful humor or casualness, not taking an issue as serious as it should be taken

· Insolent- insulting, arrogant, rude
· Contentious- quarrelsome, argumentative, belligerent
Multiple Choice

· Think about the text as a whole

· Think of the answers to the questions before you look at the answers they give you. Then compare them to the one you thought of.

· Read the text then read the question

· Look for literary devices

· Eliminate answers you know are wrong

Compare and Contrast Essay

1. All “A”

2. All “B”

3. How A-B compare

Characterization


*how the character is described or created

· What the character does

· What the character says

· What the character does not do/say

· How he/she interacts with other characters

Round- well-developed, can logically predict his/her actions

Flat- minor character, cant predict actions because don’t know a lot about them

Synonyms

· Angry-enraged, irked, infuriated, miffed, provoked, wrathful, furious, hateful, irritated

· Happy- blissful, sublime, joyful, gay, joyous, cheerful, merry, satisfied, delighted

· Important-meaningful, significant, critical, relevant, prominent, vital, imperative

· Small- tiny, miniscule, microscopic, petty, puny, minute

· Large- great, vast, ample, cavernous, wondrous, infamous, bulky, outsized

· Sad-depressed, unhappy, melancholy, cheerless, dejected, heartbroken, poignant, miserable

· Text- book, novel, work, creation, literature, piece

· Character-protagonist, antagonist, entity, hero, being

· Author- writer, creator, maker, inventor, composer, originator, novelist

· Reader- audience, interpreter, public, mankind

· Conflict-duel, rising action, encounter, struggle, clash

Types of Conflict

· Man vs. Man- LOTF, Frankenstein. Kite Runner, etc.

· Individual vs. Society- LOTF, Scarlet Letter, BMU, etc.

· Man vs. technology- Fahrenheit 451
· Man vs. Self- Kite Runner, Things Fall Apart, Catcher in the Rye

· Man vs. Nature
* Write the essay using the text as a whole

* Use transitional sentences instead of phrases

AP Test Set Up

· Multiple Choice (40%)- 55 questions in 1 hour- test students' ability to read analytically prose and poetry from several periods
· Essays (60 %)- 3 Essays in 2 hours- require students to write critical essays on literary texts.
· Essay 1- Analyze a poem
· Essay 2- Analyze a excerpt from a novel
· Essay 3- Pick a book, poem or play and write about it
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Literary canon

· Use poetic tools

· Have tense agreement

· Big texts are underlined( small text in quotes

· For each AP essay, replace question words with personal examples to understand the question

· Get inside the author’s head- he/she did “this” to show “this”

· Brainstorm before hand

· If you have to skip anything, skip conclusion

· DON’T freak out about time

· There is a fine line between diction and voice

· Use more list in analysis to clarify/exhibit authorship

(parallelism-making list grammatically the same
· Don’t ever repeat the same adjective or verb (or talk around it)

· Mis-spelling words is not that big of a deal if it doesn’t distract from the meaning

· List reasons in intro and motifs

· Put words from text in quotation marks

· Have to write the whole title the 1st time and then can use the word to do it

· Semi-colon sentences need to be simple in structure

· T.S. determines direction and Thesis is the because/reason

· Read all 3 essay questions 1st- do the easiest one 1st
· HOW LIT DEVICES SHOW THE ABSTRACT

· How did you get to the abstract

· How did the author want you to get to it

· Why did he/she use what he/she did

· Answer the thesis in 1 sentence and make that your bread sentence

· If causation is too hard, at least highlight correlation

· Static character-no change

· Dynamic character- change

· Round character-major

· Flat character- minor

· Anecdotal-reports/observations

· Prognosticate-predict

· Corpulent-obese and bulky body

· Effeminate-unmanly in appearance

· Jocund-cheerful

· Ennui-boredom

· Schism-separation/division

· Austere-strict, somber

· Sanguine-happy

· Ostentatious-showy/fancy

· Terse-concise

· Ambivalent- undecided

· Discern- distinguish

· Emissary- secret agent

· Felicity-happiness

· Incendiary- explosive

· Morose- sad/gloomy

· Ubiquitous- everywhere

· Affront- insulting

· Choleric- easily angered

· Impasse-situation you cant get out of

· Indolent-lazy

· Censure- reprimand (to try to get to stop)

· Droll- humorous/funny

· Ignominious- humiliating

· Palpitate- throb, beat rapidly

· Prostrate- still in position of honor
· Mitigate- lessen, ease, diminish

· Jejune- dull

· Acquiesce- agree

· Gestalt- all their experiences shape how they view the world

· Paradigm- example of

· Pastoral- country/rural area

· Discursive- changes from one subject to another

· Alacrity- happiness

· Hegemony- authority over others/dominance 

