In groups of three, students get one of the following items (motif, characterization, or theme) on a card. They have five minutes to meet as a group. They have to construct a plot using the characterization and motif that exude the theme. After five minutes, they tell the story to the class. Then, one member of another group has to try to identify the theme of another group. Purpose: to describe author ( text ( reader path. 
Motifs:

1) Colorful flora imagery

2) Dark, mechanical, industrial imagery

3) Water: river, pond, waterfall.

4) Inclement weather: thunderstorm, earthquake, snowstorm, 

5) Repetition of day (morning, noon, night) and or season cycle

6) Mysticism: virgin birth, time warping, witches, dragons, etc. 

7) Dystopia, apocalypse, end of days

8) Higher power, spirituality, redeeming of a god

9) Allusions to mythology, Christianity and/or Shakespeare

10) Mirrors, reflections in water, shadows representing people

Character

1) Tragic hero: hamartia, high social status, transformation (possible death)

2) Old wise sage archetype (blindness optional)

3) Romantic hero: defender of weak, chivalrous, always does the right thing, attractive

4) Fool, jester, comedic relief

5) “Ophelia/Hester” = teenager (usually a girl) that acts on emotions an passion rather than logic and foreseeing consequences of actions
6) Oppressive society (big brother, fascism, monarchy, conqueror, racist oppressors)
7) Child(ren) with complicated parental issues: step parentals, adoption, incestuous
8) Naïve character (usually a younger person) that learns about the world

9) Evil character that is dynamic and becomes benevolent

10) Protagonist is an animal or protagonist has animal “helper”

Theme

1) Carpe diem, don’t take things for granted
2) Things are not as they seem; perception determines reality

3) Individual is more (or less) powerful than society

4) Nihilism, existentialism, nothing really matters

5) A higher order (God, gods, nature, science) is in charge, benevolent and powerful

6) The opinions of others don’t matter as much as your own opinion of yourself

7) Don’t challenge mother nature or the natural order.

8) Fate vs. Free will: pick a side

9) Children are reflections of their parents, no matter how hard they try to fight it 

10) Love is more powerful than we realize; love wins; love is real
