Authorship Pyramid
For each of the following, students write an example, then perhaps a few are shared with the class orally or written on the board, and then the student builds onto the creation with each subsequent step.

1) Write a strong past tense verb: pierced
2) Add a specific concrete noun that the verb can perform: sword pierced
3) Add a specific proper noun that owns the previous noun and use a possessive ‘S correctly: Avery’s sword pierced
4) Add an adverb to describe how the verb performed its action: Avery’s sword pierced menacingly
5) Add a prepositional phrase to the beginning: Throughout the treacherous battle, Avery’s sword pierced menacingly
6) Add a conjunction and verb phrase to give the noun another action: Throughout the treacherous battle, Avery’s sword pierced menacingly and bathed in the glory of his victory. 

7) Add a comma before the conjunction and insert a noun or noun phrase before your second verb to make it a compound sentence: Throughout the treacherous battle, Avery’s sword pierced menacingly, and all of his fellow combatants bathed in the glory of his victory.
8) Add an additional prepositional phrase after the main verb that you wrote in step one: Throughout the treacherous battle, Avery’s sword pierced menacingly with undying force, and all of his fellow combatants bathed in the glory of his victory.

9) Replace the first prepositional phrase with a “complex sentence” phrase to make it a complex-compound sentence: Despite the countless impediments that the enemy created, Avery’s sword pierced menacingly, and all of his fellow combatants bathed in the glory of his victory.
10) Replace the main noun phrase that you created in step 2 and 3 with an abstract noun: Despite the countless impediments that the enemy created, freedom pierced menacingly, and all of his fellow combatants bathed in the glory of his victory.

11) Add and appositive after your abstract noun: Despite the countless impediments that the enemy created, freedom, the true victor, pierced menacingly, and all of his fellow combatants bathed in the glory of his victory.

12) Add a colon to the end of the sentence to create a list (modify the word of the final noun-verb phrase if needs be-maybe include a “number” word, like “all” or “several”). Despite the countless impediments that the enemy created, freedom, the true victor, pierced menacingly, and all of his fellow combatants bathed in the glory of his triumph: justice, liberty and independence.

13) “Honors” option: add a literary device that augments the sentence’s meaning: Despite the countless corruptions that the crew created, freedom, the true victor, pierced menacingly, and all of his fellow combatants bathed in the glory of his triumph: justice, liberty and independence.

Partner creations:
1) You write #1 and your partner writes #2 and 3. Combine the two creations to start your sentence. 

2) You write #4 and your partner writes #5. Combine the two creations 

3) You write #6, show your partner, then your partner writes #7. 

4) You write #8 and your partner writes #9. Combine the two creations 

5) You write #10 and your partner writes #11. Combine the two creations 

6) You and your partner do #12 together. 
