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Duncan:  
"What bloody man is that? He can report,
As seemeth by his plight, of the revolt
The newest state."
 	At this point of the play, the king was talking to the people who had returned from war. Macbeth has been praised for being in the war zone and the King is wondering who the other people were that were successful during this time. As this was being done, Macbeth was being seen as the thane of Glamis and was in consideration to be the thane of Cawdor for his successes in battle. The entire time, this portion was seen to be a praise for the people who were successful in battle and the king was giving praise to the soldiers as well. 
 	Since the king was acknowledging the people as they returned from war, the meaning of this word at this point would be "to praise” because Duncan was ecstatic that everyone had done well to protect the kingdom from the evils in the world. The sentence was Duncan asking who the man was because he wanted to give the right kind of praise and honor to him. Since Duncan was not in the war himself, he needed to ask others to see who the person was that was bringing the success in the battle field. As this is said, the word blood has a connotative meaning of "honor." This word was seemingly used to show that the king was thankful for the people to be in the battle field. 
 	As the figurative meaning of the word was "to praise" or to "honor", the word seems to function as a reinforcement to support the king. As the king notices the soldiers return, the blood is smeared all along the persona's body and face. So the author seems to have placed this in this portion of the text to reveal that the king wants to know which person has been completing such vial deeds for him. Not that the vile deeds were done immorally, but to the extent that they would come home with the gore of another on themselves. The author seemingly put this in the text to hopefully prepare the audience for a gorey ride throughout the play. Since this was said early in the play, it was almost as if Shakespeare was using a foreshadowing to reveal to the audience that this will not be the only time someone will come back with blood of others on themselves. This, also, could have been a foreseeing action to show that Macbeth is starting to gain the power he had hoped to achieve. The word, in this sense, has a positive connotation, which tends to agree with the moments in the text. As the king is praising the people who have returned, his use of blood was a way to show the battle heros of that time. 
Lady Macbeth: 
"Under my battlements. Come, you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full
Of direst cruelty! make thick my blood"
 	The play up to this point tends to reveal that Lady Macbeth sees that Macbeth is in the running to become the Thane of Cawdor. However, she tends to notice that he has to much ambition and will not be satisfied with only being the thane of two cities. He will want to be king. So, since she notices that Macbeth needs to be king, she will try to convince him that being king is more important that just being a thane. So she says this quote to reveal that she wants the femininity in her to be removed so she could complete an evil deed to ensure that Macbeth could be king. This evil deed would be to kill the current king. 
 	As Lady Macbeth is trying to achieve  kinghood for Macbeth by killing  the king, the meaning of the word blood in this sense would be to remove the guilt and femininity. Since the Lady needs strength and "manly ability" to achieve this feat, she had to make sure that her blood was thicker than before so she would not feel the need to back out of the current plan. With thicker blood, she would also lose the ability for her to feel guilty about completing the killing of Duncan. With this wishing for the guilt to be away from her, it is almost as if it is a way for Lady Macbeth to not care about anything other than what her husband has. 
 	As the meaning of the word blood in this portion was to remove guilt and feminine views, the author seemed to place this here to show that the main conflict is about to occur.  Since Lady Macbeth is starting to see that Macbeth has a chance to gain substantial power in the kingdom. She begins to feel greedy and wants the entire kingdom to her husband. The author seems ot have placed this in the text to reveal that the ability to follow through with a deed that she is about to do is not as easy as it sounds. Since the lady is asking for her to have her guilt and her feminine views to be removed, it is almost as if she wants to become a completely different person from who she was at that time. This tends to reveal a universal message from the author saying power corrupts. With Macbeth having a chance to be king, the lady has to basically change everything about her for them to gain more power. However, it will begin to reveal consequences within the text because the change will be unchangeable due to the fact that all of the people will have died around them. In this sense, the word blood seems to be a way for the lady to feel no emotion. Since she needs to complete a specific deed and murder was the way to accomplish this, she needed to feel no sympathy for the death of the king. 
Macbeth: 
"Whence is that knocking?
How is't with me, when every noise appals me?
What hands are here? ha! they pluck out mine eyes.
Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather
The multitudinous seas in incarnadine,
Making the green one red."
 	At this point of the play, Macbeth has completed the horrible deed of killing Duncan. However, Macbeth has been seen to be a coward because of his inability to move the murder weapon into the Chamberlains' location. Lady Macbeth continues to state that he needs to move the dagger but refused. So she takes the initiative to move the dagger herself so they do not receive the charges of murder on Duncan. This was before  the portion of the text because Macbeth heard someone knocking at his door. Once he heard this sinister sound, he became fearful for his life because he noticed he still had the stains on his hands. Lady Macbeth insisted that he could remove the blood stains with water that they had back in the bedroom. However, it does not become completely removed. This seems to be a significant passage because it reveals that Macbeth is beginning to see the possible danger he could be in with the wrath he ensued on Duncan. This also seems to be a point in the passage that Macbeth seems to feel a change in emotions because he fears that he will be caught. 
 	As Macbeth recently killed Duncan, the word "blood" in this quotation means the blood within the body. The blood that is spilled from the body when wrath over takes a humans mind and peace is thus lost. This is known because Macbeth is trying to remove it from his hands before he answers the door. Since he literally killed Duncan, the blood that was spilled "literally" onto his hands. Leaving the stains onto the palms and the backs of his hands instead of being completely clean. Eventually, this would reveal a hyperbole that seemed to reoccur throughout the play. This hyperbole seems to make this quotation effective because, since Macbeth feels guilty, the use of hyperbole reveals Macbeth’s guilt for killing Duncan. However, the figurative meaning of the word is to express guilt. Macbeth is wishing for the stains to be removed from his hands but he knows they cannot be truly removed because the stains of guilt cannot be removed with just water. With this use of guilt in mind, the blood is seemingly a symbol of Macbeth's guilt for killing Duncan. He feels fearful and scared that he will be caught and he does not want that to embellish onto his chances of becoming king. 
 	As the literal and figurative meaning of the word are present in the passage, the word as a whole functions in the text as a way to change the audience’s views of Macbeth. It is a way for the audience to see that the idea of killing Duncan may have been an incorrect move and it was a way to express regret. The author chose this word in this portion of the text to reveal that the guilt Macbeth felt is like forgetting about a mere cut on the hands. Since it would be bleeding, it would be hard to notice unless looked at. Also, if it were to be left there for a substantial amount of time, the chance of it being removed from the hands would be more difficult and take more time then if it was noticed earlier. This leads to the author’s message of having to much ambition can lead to taking to wrong course of action. With Macbeth having all the hope in the world of becoming king, he was not thinking before he acted and killed Duncan. This inability to think before he acted was a way to show that all Macbeth was thinking about was having power and not recollecting the consequences that are developed when trying to achieve supreme power. This begins to show, that universally, anyone that has a chance to achieve a "dream" may push exceeding limits to complete it. This word, in turn, makes the main ideas of the text clear because the word blood in this sense has a negative connotation. While the action that was committed was murder and there is never a time when murder is revealed in an affirmative manner. Thus, it adds supporting details of the wrong Macbeth committed in the play. 
Macbeth: 
"Outrun the pauser, reason. Here lay Duncan,
His silver skin laced with his golden blood;
And his gash'd stabs look'd like a breach in nature
For ruin's wasteful entrance: there, the murderers"
 	At this point of the play, Macbeth and Lady Macbeth have already completed the deed of murder. So they have the mind set of acting like the death of him would be a complete surprise to them. So, Macduff asks Macbeth if they know if the king is awake and that he can meet him. Since Macduff was found earlier in the day and told to meet Duncan. Macbeth insists that the king is still asleep, but Macduff urges Macbeth to take him to Duncan. As they enter the king’s chamber, Macduff runs from the room shouting that the king had been murdered. All the others rush in and say similar things, then Lady Macbeth states how such an evil horror could be completed under her own roof. With the king slain and all of the people unaware of a possible suspect, Malcolm and Donalbain have no choice but to flee because they could be next. 
 	As Macbeth is trying to "keep it cool", the meaning of the word blood in this section is to show royalty. As the quote reveals "golden blood," it is trying to show that Duncan has the blood of gold. Usually, gold is represented with power and riches and the king is noticed to have all of these. This figurative meaning of royalty tends to show a negative connotation because someone had just slain the highest power in the kingdom. Macbeth seems to show that he has some sort of sadness due to the fact that the king was just noticed to be given protection from the others in war. This negative connotation tends to reveal that not even the king has all the protection in the world to avoid a bloody death. 
 	As the meaning of the word blood tends to show royalty, the meaning of the word to function in the text seems to show the conflict within the text. It is a way for the audience to see that no one is safe in the kingdom if the king was just killed and no one was able to notice who committed the crime. The author seemed to choose the word in this portion of the text to reveal that not even the people with the most amount of power can avoid having their blood shed. It is almost as if the author placed this in the text to express a certain amount of fear within the audience. Since a king was just slain, the word blood was used to express his royalty and as a way to show how important his blood was. However, it does seem to reveal a high amount of irony because Macbeth revealed that his blood was important but he was the one who had plans to kill Duncan. Thus, the word blood tends to show how the royalty is not safe within the kingdom. 
 	Overall, within these four different instances that blood was used, the meaning and purpose of the word within the text seems to show a drastic change or a supporting detail within the text. It tends to show a drastic change because the word blood wants to have Lady Macbeth change who she is so she can kill Duncan, allow for Macbeth to remove the guilt for killing Duncan, and also ensue fear within the people because the royal blood has been spilt without the killer being found. It is seen to be used for negative purposes more often than not because it is the blood of guilt that is being shed from Macbeth and the Lady. However, it does show positive connotation when the soldiers return from war and have the blood of the enemy on their bodies. With this in mind, the word blood seems to be a supporting factor to add more details to the current situations and add suspense to the following actions of the play.   
 	 

