Chapter 1 “The Prison-Door”
A throng of bearded men, in sad-colored garments and gray, steeple-crowned hats, intermixed with women, some wearing hoods, and others bareheaded, was assembled in front of a wooden edifice, the door of which was heavily timbered with oak, and studded with iron spikes.

The founders of a new colony, whatever Utopia of human virtue and happiness they might originally project, have invariably recognized it among their earliest practical necessities to allot a portion of the virgin soil as a cemetery, and another portion as the site of a prison. In accordance with this rule, it may safely be assumed that the forefathers of Boston had built the first prison-house, somewhere in the vicinity of Cornhill, almost as seasonably as they marked out the first burial-ground, on Isaac Johnson's lot, and round about his grave, which subsequently became the nucleus of all the congregated sepulchres in the old church-yard of King's Chapel. Certain it is, that, some fifteen or twenty years after the settlement of the town, the wooden jail was already marked with weather-stains and other indications of age, which gave a yet darker aspect to its beetle-browed and gloomy front. The rust on the ponderous iron-work of its oaken door looked more antique than any thing else in the new world. Like all that pertains to crime, it seemed never to have known a youthful era. Before this ugly edifice, and between it and the wheel-track of the street, was a grass-plot, much overgrown with burdock, pig-weed, apple-peru, and such unsightly vegetation, which evidently found something congenial in the soil that had so early borne the black flower of civilized society, a prison. But, on one side of the portal, and rooted almost at the threshold, was a wild rose-bush, covered, in this month of June, with its delicate gems, which might be imagined to offer their fragrance and fragile beauty to the prisoner as he went in, and to the condemned criminal as he came forth to his doom, in token that the deep heart of Nature could pity and be kind to him.

This rose-bush, by a strange chance, has been kept alive in history; but whether it had merely survived out of the stern old wilderness, so long after the fall of the gigantic pines and oaks that originally overshadowed it,--or whether, as there is fair authority for believing, it had sprung up under the footsteps of the sainted, Ann Hutchinson, as she entered the prison-door,--we shall not take upon us to determine. Finding it so directly on the threshold of our narrative, which is now about to issue from that inauspicious portal, we could hardly do otherwise than pluck one of its flowers and present it to the reader. It may serve, let us hope, to symbolize some sweet moral blossom, that may be found along the track, or relieve the darkening close of a tale of human frailty and sorrow.
SOAPSTone
ONE approach to text analysis. Keep in mind that while this is a formula, your analysis should not be “formulaic.”

Who is the Speaker? Consider the speaker’s biographical information and how that might influence the text: epoch, demographics, life experiences, cultural/political time in which he/she wrote. 

What is the Occasion?  Consider the concrete and abstract environment of the author, text and reader. Contemplate the rhetorical situation of the speaker(s). What is his or her social/political/aesthetic environment? What is the particular situation to which he or she is responding?

Who is the Audience? Consider to whom the poem is addressed. Contemplate the person or group to whom the piece is directed. What impact does this have on the text? How would the text have been different if the audience changed?

What is the Purpose? Consider why the text was written. What purpose does the text serve? What does the writer hope to convince the audience to believe, feel, or do. What type of appeals and rhetorical devices does he or she use to achieve this purpose?

What is the Subject? Consider the author’s thesis statement. What was said? What is the literal content of the text?

What is the Tone? Consider the speaker’s attitude toward the subject. What happened in the text to lead you to that conclusion? Contemplate how the author would respond to this question, “How do you feel about the subject?” Remember that tone is mostly easily identified using powerful adjective and is typically established through features like diction, syntax, figurative language.

Resources for further exploration/explanation:
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/preap/teachers_corner/45200.html
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	Theme

What is the poem/poet saying about the human condition? Is it sternly/caringly  pedantic or is it objectively expository? What idea does the poet want the reader to take away from the poem? Keep “the path in mind”: Author ( Text ( Reader. Theme is usually a complete sentence, the author’s message and universal.
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	Depict and Cite Text Evidence 

CCS Reading 1, 2, 3
	I can make a text’s meaning abundantly clear through a thoughtful description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning appropriately clear through a description of text events, basic inferences, and satisfactory, clear evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning clear through a basic description of text events, some inferences, and evidence that may be lacking in abundance or quality.
	I struggle to make a text’s meaning clear through a description of text events, inferences, and evidence. My evidence is either lacking, superficial, and/or inaccurate. 

	Analyze Author’s Craft

CCS Reading 4, 5, 6
	I can make it abundantly clear how specific text features create meaning, were a direct intent of the author and enhance a text. 
	I can make it appropriately clear how specific text features create meaning, were an author’s choice and are an important part of a text.
	I can make it clear how text features influence meaning, were reflection of the author and are a part of a text.
	I struggle to make it clear how text features are evident, contribute to meaning and/or were tools used specifically by the author.

	Evaluate Text as a Whole

CCS Reading 7, 8, 9
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme abundantly clear. I can make mature, unpredictable connections between the text as a whole and the world around me 
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme appropriately clear. I can make logical, consistent connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I can make basic, accurate connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I struggle to make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I struggle to make connections between the text as a whole and the world around me that are helpful and/or accurate.

	Certainly there was at least word with which you were unfamiliar in the reading passage. Below, record the 

metacognitive journey you went on to figure the word(s) out. Discuss parts of speech, context clues, word parts, 

Greek/Latin affixes and any other resources you used to understand the word.
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