Closed vs. Open Questions Observation

Closed questions are questions that have only one answer, and these answers are usually only one of two options (true/false, yes/no, etc.). Open (or open-ended) questions require more elaborate answers. Examples are below:
Closed: Are you hungry?

Open: How would you go about getting your favorite foods from the store?

Closed: Are there any questions?

Open: What is the most challenging part about this task?

Closed: Does this make sense?

Open: Ask the person next to you what we are doing right now and answer his/her question. 

Your task is to observe two of your teachers and record their use of closed and open ended questions. During class, make a two column chart where you count the number of times the teachers asks each kind of question in a particular 20 minute segment. 
Be responsible about the use of your time. Do not record these questions when a teacher is covering a topic that demands your complete attention. Also, don’t choose to observe during 20 minutes of student work time when the teacher is not necessarily interacting with the entire class. 

By the due date of ______________, make your minimum four observations (two 20 minute observation periods for two different teachers) and type the results in a graph or chart that is easy to read. Eighty minutes of observation is the minimum, but you may observe longer. With this in mind, clearly label your chart/graph. In addition, be sure to include in your report the logistics of your observations: the name of the class, the time of day the observation was made, the number of students in the class, the topic being covered during the observation block, and any other logistical information that you deem necessary (the name of the teacher is irrelevant). 
In addition, include an expository paragraph that provides insight about your findings. This paragraph answers questions such as, “What patterns did you see?” “What conclusion can you draw from the data?” “How does this inform what you know (or thought you knew) about teaching?” This paragraph needs to be typed in third person, formal language and will be graded using the rubric on the back of this page. Please staple this rubric as the last page of your report.  

AHS Grades 9-12 Informative Rubric

Write informative/explanatory text to examine and convey 

complex ideas, concepts, and information through the analysis of content.
	
	4

Advanced
	3

Proficient
	2

Partially Proficient
	1

Not Proficient

	Content 

and Organization
	-Clearly introduces meaningful focus and concentration                               -Clearly using relevant evidence to inform the intended audience                      -Clearly organizes complex ideas in a logical order                                          -Clearly uses of a variety of transitions to create cohesion, and unity between relationships and ideas                                                                          -Writing has a strong purpose; facts, details, and examples are appropriate for the audience                                    -Provides a strong concluding section that clearly synthesizes the author’s intent
	        -Mostly introduces meaningful focus and concentration                                       -Mostly uses relevant evidence to inform the intended audience                              -Mostly organizes complex ideas in a logical order                                             -Mostly uses of a variety of transitions to create cohesion, and unity between relationships and ideas                                                                         -Writing has a purpose; facts, details, and examples are appropriate for the audience                                                  -Provides a concluding section that synthesizes the author’s intent
	-Partially introduces meaningful focus and concentration                                          -Partially uses relevant evidence to inform the intended audience                                 -Partially organizes complex ideas in a logical order                                                 -Partially uses of a variety of transitions to create cohesion, and unity between relationships and ideas                                                                          -Writing lacks a clear purpose; facts, details, and examples partially pertain to the audience                                              -Partially provides a concluding section that synthesizes the author’s intent
	-Does not introduce meaningful focus and concentration                                          -Does not use relevant evidence to inform the intended audience                                  -Does not organize complex ideas in a logical order                                                 -Does not use of a variety of transitions to create cohesion, and unity between relationships and ideas                                                                         -Writing does not have a purpose; facts, details, and examples are inappropriate for the audience                                                 -Does not provide a strong concluding section that clearly synthesizes the author’s intent

	Style
	-Strongly uses precise language and domain specific language

-Strongly  establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone                                      -Effectively and responsibly uses figurative language 

-Effective use of mature grammatical conventions                                          -Strongly displays author’s voice                                          


	-Mostly uses precise language and domain specific language

-Mostly establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone                                      -Attempts to use figurative language 

-Attempts to use mature grammatical conventions                                             -Displays author’s voice                                          


	-Partially uses precise language and domain specific language

-Partially establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone                                      -Ineffective use of figurative language 

-Ineffective use of mature grammatical conventions                                                -Lacks author’s voice                                          

  
	-Does not use precise language and domain specific language

-Does not establish nor maintain a formal style or objective tone                                      -Does not use figurative language 

-Does not use mature grammatical conventions                                          -Does not establish author’s voice                                          



	Conventions and Grammar
	-Few, if any, errors distract from meaning

-Strongly demonstrates command of English conventions 
	-Errors seldom distract from meaning

-Mostly demonstrates command of English conventions
	-Errors may be distracting but do not disrupt meaning

-Partially demonstrates command of English conventions
	-Errors frequently disrupt meaning

-Does not demonstrate command of English conventions


Student Name:

Teacher comments:
Total score: __________/12

