CHOICE OF ESSAY

Reveal you preference

· Are you an arts person or someone who wants hard-facts science type?

Values

· Indicate what matters to you. How do you perceive yourself

Though process 

· Are you whimsical, impulse, methodical, gather background information before choosing?

· They are looking for a pattern (your thinking style, level of intelligence, insight)

Topics

· Reveal who you are (sloppy, general, insincere, tasteless responses can hurt)

· Focus and be specific on one single event

DRAFT

· Feature your strengths and weakness 

· Positive qualities

· Focus on quality of your mind or character

· I am a very __________ person

· Set timer 20 minutes. Tell story about an experience or time when you showed you were a very ________ person

ESSAY

· Brainstorm for 15 minutes

· List strengths and outstanding characteristics

· Focus on strengths of personalality (not what you have done)

· List responsible not Eagle Scout

· Say Commited not played basketball

· Research-Ask family, friends, teachers what your strengths are

· Patterns-group similar ideas and events together

· Passion for numbers dhow up in your performance in the state math competition

· Basketball-was it about sports or about friendships?

· Trait

· Responsible (list 5-6 pieces of evidence

· Introduction (gives reader idea of your essay’s content)

· Body-Evidence that supports main idea

· Conclusion-Brief, nail down meaning of events/incidents you have described

EDITING

Let it cool

· Take a break from your work and come back to it in a few days

· Does your main idea come across clearly?

· Do you prove your points with specific details?

· Is your essay easy to read aloud?

Feedback Time

· Have someone read your essay, assuring him or her you want honesty

· Ask them to tell you what they think you are trying to say

Edit

· Language should be simple, direct and clear. Make every word count

Proofread TWO more times

· Careless spelling, grammatical errors, awkward language, or fuzzy logic will make your essay memorable in a bad way

SUMMARY

Tips

Entire application should create a consistent portrait of who you are and what you will bring to their college.  The more the pieces of the puzzle support one impression the more confident the adm committee will be in admitting you.

A great application essay will present a vivid, personal and compelling view of you to the admission staff. 

Stand out from the other applications

Take the time to do a good job on it.

Show them who you are

Prove it

Develop your main idea with vivid specific facts, events QUOTES, examples and reasons

Be specific

Avoid clichéd, generic, and predictable writing by using vivid and specific details

Eliminate unnecessary words

Errors can be interpreted as careless or just bad writing.

DON’T

Tell them about the charm of their university

Bring something new to the table

Tell them what you think they want to hear!!!!!

Don’t include info found elsewhere in the application. Don’t sound like autobiography, travelogue or laundry list YAWN!!!!

