

“I Have a Dream”—Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Our Constitution guarantees certain civil rights to all citizens of the United States.  However, not long ago these rights were often abridged by local or state laws.  These laws created segregated schools and limited voting rights by requiring so-called literacy tests or imposing poll taxes designed to keep African Americans from voting.

For decades, a number of civil rights groups fought these restrictions, but progress was painfully slow.  It took the words and actions of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to renew and galvanize the movement.

This articulate and charismatic African American minister inspired an entire generation that had grown impatient for change.  Dr. King had for many years been an untiring worker for civil rights.  His frequent, nonviolent efforts on behalf of equality often landed him in jail.

On August 28, 1963, King spoke to the more than 250,000 people assembled in the nation’s capital and to millions of Americans on live television.  This remarkable speech gave the civil rights movement new strength.

I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties and frustrations of the moment, I still have a dream.  It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.


I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true  
meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal…”


I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content 
of their character…


So let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire…


Let freedom ring from the curvaceous peaks of California…


When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and 
every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up 
that day when all of God’s children – black men and white men, Jews and 
Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics – will be able to join hands and sing in 
the words of the old Negro spiritual, “Free at last!  Free at last!  Thank 
God Almighty we are free at last!”

Delivered before the Lincoln Memorial, these words are among the most renowned and often quoted in American history.  They had an immediate and immeasurable impact upon the nation and upon the civil rights movement in the years that followed.  A series of civil rights acts were eventually passed, and the long road to Dr. King’s dream become a little shorter.

