Peer and Spear
This is your chance to get extra practice on a learning target(s) with which you are struggling. The steps to this “Peer and Spear” are below.

1) Consult your Learning Targets Log and identify which Learning Target(s) that you need extra practice with. Use the data to pick one or more Learning Targets that are challenging for you.

2) Find a partner/peer in class that has similar struggles that you both will “spear.” Work with this partner to refine your Learning Target(s) selection. Will you both do the same one LT together? The same three together? Will you work together on the same project, but one peer will focus more on one LT while the other peer concentrates on another?

3) With your spear peer, generate a game plan for a project/presentation/production that you will create to show your proficiency in this learning target. Consult with Mr. Foster to refine this game plan.

4) Keep in mind that your ultimate goal is to create a product that is an exemplar, or 4.0 “mastery” and “above and beyond teacher expectations” example of the learning targets(s) that you selected. 

5) Create the product and complete the reflection below.  

My name:






My Peer:

	Learning Target(s) that I am practicing
	Previous feedback on this Learning Target

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Below are my thoughts about this “Peer and Spear” idea. Here is what I thought worked, didn’t work, what I like and what I didn’t like about doing this process:




English 11 First Trimester Learning Targets Matrix

Etymology, Beowulf, Canterbury Tales Unit

Reading Learning Targets 

	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine main 

ideas, central 

themes, primary 

arguments
	I can insightfully 

explain the author’s 

“big picture” and 

accurately beyond 

teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

the author’s “big 

picture” relatively 

accurately and 

consistently.
	I can just mention the 

author’s “big picture”  

somewhat accurately and 

somewhat consistently.
	I struggle to identify  

author’s “big picture”  

I have some inaccuracies 

and/or need teacher assistance.

	Common Core Standards:
	Fiction Reading: R1, R2, R3, R10    Informational Reading: R1, R2, R3, R10

	Determine minor ideas, supporting details, and supplemental examples
	I can insightfully 

explain intricacies of

the author’s message 

accurately beyond 

teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain the

intricacies of the author’s 
message relatively 
accurately and 

consistently.
	I can just mention some of

the intricacies of the 

author’s message 

somewhat accurately and 

somewhat consistently.
	I struggle to identify most  

intricacies of the author’s 

message; I have some 

inaccuracies and/or need 

teacher assistance.

	Common Core Standards:
	Fiction Reading: R1, R2, R3, R10    Informational Reading: R1, R2, R3, R10

	Determine the author’s craft of narratives, informational and persuasive texts. 
	I can insightfully 

explain all examples 

of author’s craft 

accurately beyond 

teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

author’s craft relatively accurately and consistently.
	I can mention some 
examples of author’s craft 

somewhat accurately and somewhat consistently.
	I can partially identify 

a few examples of

author’s craft with 

some inaccuracies & teacher assistance.

	Common Core Standards:
	Fiction Reading: R3, R5, R6

	Make inferences while reading fiction & nonfiction
	I can insightfully 

explain all examples 

of inferences accurately 

beyond expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

inferences relatively accurately & consistently.
	I can mention some 
examples of inferences somewhat accurately and somewhat consistently.
	I can partially identify 

a few examples of

inferences with some inaccuracies & teacher help.

	Common Core Standards:
	Informational Reading: R1, R6      Fiction: R1, R2, R3, R10

	Determine meaning of 

unknown words using 

context clues, word 

parts & parts of speech.
	I can insightfully describe 
explain all examples of 
unfamiliar words accurately beyond 

teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

unfamiliar words 

relatively accurately and 
consistently.
	I can mention some 
examples of 

unfamiliar words 

somewhat accurately &

somewhat consistently.
	I can partially identify 

a few examples of

unfamiliar words 

with some inaccuracies & 

teacher assistance.

	Common Core Standards:
	Fiction Reading: R4 Informational Reading: R4 Language: L4, L6


Producing Learning Targets

	Learning Targets
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Position = Did I take a clear position on the issue? Did I prove a thesis?


	I can make my position very clear beyond teacher expectations. My reader is completely convinced my position is true in a profound way.
	I can make my position clear consistently. My reader is pretty certain my position is true. My argument is apparent and believable.
	I can make my position fairly clear. My reader is partially convinced my position is true. Some aspects of my claim are confusing or unclear.
	I struggle to make my position obvious.  My reader is not convinced my position is true. I require teacher assistance to provide a clear claim. 

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W1a, W1b, W1e, W2a, W2b, W2c, W2f, W3e

	Organization = Did I organize my ideas in a logical & effective manner so that my audience can understand & follow my thinking?
	I can structure ideas to 

make my thesis obviously 

true  beyond teacher 

expectations; my 

transitions are smooth, 

mature, varied &artistic.
	I can structure ideas to 

make my thesis true 

consistently; my transitions

are clear, obvious and 

useful on a consistent 

basis
	My structure implies that 

my thesis true; some of my 

transitions help move 

between ideas. My reader 

has to infer my flow of 

ideas.
	My structure is confusing 

and/or misleading;  my

transitions are lacking or 
ineffective. I require 

teacher assistance to 

organize my thoughts. 

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W2a-e

	Support = Did I use accurate and relevant evidence to support claims and/or counter claims? 


	I can use an abundance of 

evidence that is reliable, 

specific, relevant, 

unbiased & directly proves

my thesis beyond teacher 

expectations. 
	I can use a supply of 

evidence that is respectable, 

specific, useful, unbiased 

and proves the thesis. I do 

this consistently for every

 argument/reason. 
	Some evidence I used is 

helpful, relevant, unbiased 

and works to prove the 

thesis. I am sometimes 

inconsistent or inaccurate 

with my argument support
	I used little to no evidence; 

it is unreliable, vague, 

irrelevant, biased, 

plagiarized and/or doesn’t 

directly prove the thesis. I 

require teacher help to show 

evidence for arguments

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W7, W8, W9

	Produce writing that 

follows convention: 

accurate grammar, 

punctuation, & mechanics
	I can display an advanced 

use of Standard American 

English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can display a sufficient 

control over Standard 

American English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can only display an 

inconsistent or partial 

control over grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I have multiple miscues 

in grammar, punctuation 

& mechanics; my errors 
distracted from meaning

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W1d, W2e Language: L1a, L1b, L2, L3


