





On my Venn Diagram for this lesson, I can write a universal, complete sentence, author’s message statement that accurately identify the theme of the two novels that we read. I will also include plot details from each text that are evidence of the theme. Then, after watching the Milgram experiment, I will write the theme of that “text” in the third part of the Venn Diagram with “text” details that support it. 
Sequence of Procedures
1) This is to be done after students have finished reading Lord of the Flies-preferably at the end of the school year. 
2) Students record and share details of the text that showed how the characters dealt with chaos and a new order in Lord of the Flies
3) Students record and share a universal theme that they think Golding intended based on the events of the text. For example, “All humans are savages deep down.” 

4) Share what Golding said the theme was: “The theme is an attempt to trace the defects of society back to the defects of human nature. The moral is that the shape of a society must depend on the ethical nature of the individual and not on any political system, however apparently logical or respectable.” Students use the LOTF chat thus far to write a theme for LOTF on the Venn diagram. 
5) Students record and share details of the text that showed how the characters dealt with chaos in a text of their choosing: book, movie, song, etc. 
6) Students record and share a universal theme that they think the author of their chosen text intended based on the events of the text. For example, “Humans have the potential for good and evil.” 

7) As they watch “The Milgram Experiment” with the teacher explaining certain parts, students record and share details of the text that showed how the characters dealt with chaos in “The Milgram Experiment” This video is at http://armadafoster.weebly.com/lord-of-the-flies.html 
8) Students record and share a universal theme that they think Stanley Milgram learned based on the events of the experiment. For example, “Humans conform to authority more often than they stand up for what they believe in.” 

9) Students record a universal statement about humanity in the center circle that incorporates the ideas from all three texts. This cannot be the same theme that they wrote for either of the other three texts. 
10) In years past, students have done option “B” below. In 2013, students did option “A”. 

a. The “children narrative” assignment that had to exude the same theme as designated in the middle. Before writing the narrative, students are read The Giving Tree to see an example of a children’s book. Students work in pairs to design a children’s story that exudes the theme they created in the middle of the Venn Diagram. These books are then bound by Mrs. Barr and taken to Mrs. Foster’s room to read to her students.

b.  Then, students construct a R.A.F.T. writing. This means that they consult the chart below and choose one Role, one Audience, one Format and one Tone in which to write. The topic of the writing is the universal theme that they created in the middle circle of the Venn diagram. 
	Role
	Student
	Any Author
	Parents
	Mr. Foster

	Audience
	Student
	Any Author
	Classmate
	Obama

	Format
	Letter
	News Article
	Poem
	Facebook posts

	Tone
	Angry/Bitter
	Depressed/Morose
	Optimistic/Jovial
	Regretful/Guilty


11) After spending a few minutes in class creating the RAFT in class, students trade writing and then they have to figure out what RAFT the other student wrote; the partner hast to identify the role, audience, format and tone. Partners double check responses.

12) If time, partners find specific examples in their partner’s writing of Guided Highlighted Writing aspects:
a. Word that best exudes each letter = R.A.F.T.

b. Strongest/weakest adjective, verb, adverb

c. Specific examples of their theme

d. How their theme is clear

e. Words that show person (1st or 2nd or 3rd). 

f. Ways that the assignment addresses all of the learning targets below

Producing Standards

	LEARNING TARGET
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Produce writing that is 

appropriate, effective, 

accomplishes a task, 

complete, & addresses a 

specific audience
	I can show superb accuracy 
in addressing my audience.
My product goes beyond 
the requirements: pictures, 

video, nuance, etc. 
	I can show proficiency in 

addressing my audience. 
My product met all of the

requirements: chart, 

editing, citations, etc.
	I can only show partial 
accuracy in addressing my audience. I had weakness 
in a few of the 

requirements. 
	I had obvious inaccuracies

in addressing my audience.
I had weaknesses in 
multiple requirements. I require 

teacher assistance to do this. 

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W4, W5, W10

	Produce writing that 

follows convention: 

accurate grammar, 
punctuation, & mechanics
	I can display an advanced 

use of Standard American 

English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can display a sufficient 

control over Standard 

American English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can only display an 

inconsistent or partial 

control over grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I have multiple miscues 

in grammar, punctuation 

& mechanics; my errors 
distracted from meaning

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W1d, W2e Language: L1a, L1b, L2, L3

	Produce writing that expresses my ideas artistically: clear, precise diction & mature syntax 
	I can use artistic & 
accurate  authorship 
through specific, mature 
word choice and syntax.
	I can use satisfactory & 

consistent authorship by 
using specific words & 

syntax.
	I can only use 

inconsistent authorship 
by using vague words  and 
basic, predictable syntax.
	I can only use poor 
authorship by using 
inaccurate, immature, 
weak words & syntax.

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W1c, W2d Language: L6

	Present information that

clearly, effectively, & professionally engages my audience 
	I can precisely & 

professionally execute a 

compelling presentation 

that entertainingly engages 
my audience. 
	I can satisfactorily execute 
a clear presentation that 
consistently engages my 
audience.
	I can only partially execute 
an appropriate 

presentation that attempts 

to engage my audience.
	I struggle to execute a mature 

presentation that engages my 
audience. I require teacher 

assistance to do this. 

	Common Core Standards:
	Speaking and Listening: SL4, SL5, SL6
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