Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales Webquest
FOLLOW ALL DIRECTIONS ACCURATELY

1) Go to http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/changlang/writtenword/chaucerhome/chaucer.html Read the text and answer the following: What major historical event influenced our language the most before Chaucer’s time? How did it influence it? In what year did this event take place?
2) On that same web page from #1, click “Chaucer Activities” (it is in red at the bottom) and read that page. Click “Chaucer Audio Link” to listen to a bit of Middle English. If the link doesn’t work for whatever reason, don’t worry about it. 

3) Click “next page” at the bottom and read “Chaucer-page 2”. Keep this page open. 
4) Open a new tab or window to SKIM the documents labeled “Chaucer_English” and “Decoding_Middle_English” on the English 11 ( Canterbury Tales page of armadafoster.weebly.com
5) Use reading strategies (specifically context clues-like you did for “Jabberwocky”) to help to help you figure out the following words from the website you were told to keep open in direction #3. Write the modern English spelling for the Middle English words below. 
chiknes
koude
londoun
pye
shyne
Mr. Foster is cool
daggere
hoote somer
6) Go back to “Chaucer page 2” that you have been keeping open, click “next page” and then click “next page “ again. Check your answers, amend any answers you got wrong in #5, and answers the following two questions: 
a. What often happens to the letter 'y'? 
b. What happens to the final 'e's?
7) Read the document called “Chaucers_Bio” on the English 11 ( Canterbury Tales page of armadafoster.weebly.com
8) The following will help you answer #8. So, SKIM the following websites http://www.notablebiographies.com/Ch-Co/Chaucer-Geoffrey.html and http://www.online-literature.com/chaucer/ and http://www.biography.com/articles/Geoffrey-Chaucer-9245691
9) Answer each of the first three major questions in your own words
a. Who was Chaucer? 

b. What was Canterbury Tales about? 

c. Why is Chaucer important? 

10) Study the following two timelines.

a. http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/changlang/writtenword/writtenwordtimeline.html
b. http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/changlang/across/languagetimeline.html
Watch the four videos on the English 11 ( Canterbury Tales page of armadafoster.weebly.com If you make each video “full screen,” it will make it easier to watch.
After reviewing the timelines and watching the videos, answer the following questions:

a) How has our language changed over time?
b) What four major factors have influenced its evolution? 
c) What were some additional insights about this time and culture of English speakers that you gathered from the videos? List at least two.
11) Find another website that is information, authentic, accurate and appropriate for researching Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Record the website and the most valuable NEW piece of information about Chaucer/his work/his culture that you learned from this website below.

12) If you were the 30th pilgrim going to Canterbury, who would you be? What would your tale be? Brainstorm the tale of you as a pilgrim below. 
Student Name:

	Learning Targets
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Comprehend and 

explain the literal 

main ideas & details 

& cite text 

evidence
	I can insightfully 

explain author’s 

meaning by

citing text evidence
accurately beyond 

teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

the author’s meaning 

by citing text evidence
relatively accurately &

consistently.
	I can just mention the 

author’s meaning by

citing text evidence
somewhat accurately and 

somewhat consistently.
	I struggle to identify 

The author’s meaning 

By citing text evidence.
I’ve some inaccuracies 

and/or need teacher 

assistance.

	Support = Did I use accurate, varied, and relevant evidence to support claims? 


	I can use an abundance 

of evidence that is 

reliable, specific, 

relevant, unbiased & 

directly proves my claim

beyond teacher 

expectations. 
	I can use a supply of 

evidence that is 

respectable, specific, 

useful, unbiased and 

supports my claim. I do 

this consistently for 

every argument/reason. 
	Some evidence I used 

is helpful, relevant, 

unbiased and works to 

clarify my  claim. I am 

sometimes inconsistent 

or inaccurate with my 

claim evidence.
	I used little to no evidence; 

it is unreliable, vague, 

irrelevant, biased, plagiarized

and/or doesn’t directly 

clarify my claim. I require 

teacher help to show 

evidence for arguments.


