“The Knight’s Tale” Response
What “Author’s Craft” tricks did the Knight (and Chaucer, actually) use in telling his tale? Pick one and use specific text evidence to show how the author(s) of this tale made his claim true. The “author’s claim” is whatever you think the theme is (the “Why was it said?” from your chart). One example (that you cannot use) is that the author used an allusion to Greek mythology to show his claim that, “The power of the gods is absolute.” Write a thorough, analysis paragraph that explains how the author’s claim is true through one literary device. This paragraph needs to be in formal language, third person and contain helpful text references. It will be graded on the rubric at the bottom of this page: Author’s Craft (use an accurate, helpful literary device), Purpose (justify the claim), and Diction (use mature, specific verbs and adjectives)
	Learning Target
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine the author’s craft of narratives, informational and persuasive texts. 
	I can insightfully 

explain all examples 

of author’s craft 

accurately beyond 

teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

author’s craft relatively accurately and consistently.
	I can mention some 

examples of author’s craft 

somewhat accurately and somewhat consistently.
	I struggle to identify 
examples of author’s 
craft. I analyze A. C. with 
some inaccuracies & need teacher assistance.

	Purpose = Did I produce clear writing to accomplish a specific purpose: to persuade, to inform, to analyze, and/or to entertain? 
	I can make my purpose very clear beyond teacher expectations. My reader is completely familiar with my claim in a profound way.
	I can make my purpose clear consistently. My reader is pretty familiar with my claim. My purpose is apparent and believable.
	I can make my purpose fairly clear. My reader is somewhat familiar with my claim. Some aspects of my purpose are confusing or unclear.
	I struggle to make my purpose obvious.  My reader is not clear about my claim. I require teacher assistance to clarify a purpose in my writing.  

	Style = Did I express my ideas artistically? Did I use clear, precise diction & mature, varied syntax? 
	I can use artistic & 

accurate authorship: 

specific, mature word 
choice & syntax.
	I can use satisfactory & 

consistent authorship by 

using specific words & 

syntax.
	I can only use 

inconsistent authorship:

vague words  and basic, predictable syntax.
	I can only use poor 

authorship: inaccurate, 
immature, weak words & 
syntax. I need teacher help.


Author’s craft details that may help
1) Knights goes on a monomyth

2) Tale has an epilogue after the three stars divider = Irony/surprise ending

3) “hurt through the eye” = metaphor
4) Imagery describing Emily’s beauty

5) Narrator point of view: knight is valiant and honorable, Arcite and Palamon fought honorable (eventually) 

6) Allusions to Greek mythology
Exemplar:

The author of “The Knight’s Tale” used an allusion to Greek mythology to show his claim that, “The power of the gods is absolute.” Chaucer (and indirectly the Knight) was trying to show that no matter what humans do, the gods have power or them. He showed this by having the character Palamon “pray to Venus for victory” who in turn “cried to Saturn” for help. As a result, Venus and Saturn changed the plot so that who they wanted won. The readers of this tale in the 1400s would be very familiar with the Greek gods and could relate to them. This make it a powerful allusion because it is a reference to something universal that the audience knows. Since this allusion is the cause for the ending of the tale, the author’s claim is true. 

If the paragraph ended here, Mr. Foster would write, “Add another sentence of analysis to make the author’s claim true.” Therefore, the following sentences should be added to the end: “This particular allusion was not only familiar to the audience, but the reference it makes is the reason that the story ends that the way it does. It is the power at the end of the tale. It directly shows that these gods have control over the humans in the tale, no matter what actions that the humans took.”

This paragraph would earn a 3.0 in author’s craft as the allusion is accurate and is explained clearly. It would earn a 3.5 in organization for several reasons. First, the topic sentence gives the paragraph a clear focus. Second, no sentences distract from the paragraph’s primary focus; there is no summary of the plot. Third, there are more than five sentences that are accurate and are only dedicated to making the author’s claim true. These analysis sentences are underlined. This paragraph would not earn any score for Vocabulary Building because it did not use any vocab words. This author would have to revise this paragraph by adding vocabulary words in it.
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