Multiple choice text on the 2012 AP test

“The Frog in the Swimming Pool” by Debora Greger

A wet green velvet scums the swimming pool,
furring the cracks. The deep end swims
in a hatful of rain, not enough to float

the bedspring barge, the tug of shopping cart.
Green-wet himself, the bullfrog holds his court,
sounding the summons to a life so low

he’s yet to lure a mate. Under the lip
of concrete slab he reigns, a rumble of rock,
a flickering of sticky tongue that’s licked

at any morsel winging into view.
How would he love her? Let me count the waves
that scrape the underside of night and then

let go, the depth of love unplumbed, the breadth,
the height of the pool all he needs to know.
How do I love him? Let me add the weight

of one hush to another, the mockingbird
at midnight echoing itself, not him,
one silence torn in two, sewn shut again.

Down to his level in time wings everything.
He calls the night down on his unlovely head,
on the slimy skin that breathes the slimy air—

the skin that’s shed and still he is the same,
the first voice in the world, the last each night.
His call has failed to fill the empty house

across the street, the vacant swing that sways
halfheartedly, the slide slid into rust,
the old griefs waiting burial by the new.
Use literary devices such as allusion and imagery to explain the author’s attitude towards the object of the poem (the “he”). 
Sonnet 43 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861)

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.
I love thee to the level of everyday's
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right;
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise.
I love thee with a passion put to use
In my old griefs, and with my childhood's faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints, --- I love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life! --- and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death.
Use literary devices such as hyperbole and similes to explain the author’s attitude towards the object of the poem (the “thee”). 
SOAPSTone
ONE approach to poetry analysis. Keep in mind that while this is a formula, your analysis should not be “formulaic.”

Who is the Speaker? Consider the speaker’s biographical information and how that might influence the text: epoch, demographics, life experiences, cultural/political time in which he/she wrote. 

What is the Occasion?  Consider the concrete and abstract environment of the author, text and reader. Contemplate the rhetorical situation of the speaker(s). What is his or her social/political/aesthetic environment? What is the particular situation to which he or she is responding?

Who is the Audience? Consider to whom the poem is addressed. Contemplate the person or group to whom the piece is directed. What impact does this have on the text? How would the text have been different if the audience changed?

What is the Purpose? Consider why the text was written. What purpose does the text serve? What does the writer hope to convince the audience to believe, feel, or do. What type of appeals and rhetorical devices does he or she use to achieve this purpose?

What is the Subject? Consider the author’s thesis statement. What was said? What is the literal content of the text?

What is the Tone? Consider the speaker’s attitude toward the subject. What happened in the text to lead you to that conclusion? Contemplate how the author would respond to this question, “How do you feel about the subject?” Remember that tone is mostly easily identified using powerful adjective and is typically established through features like diction, syntax, figurative language.

Resources for further exploration/explanation:
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/preap/teachers_corner/45200.html
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	What is the Tone? Consider the speaker’s attitude toward the subject. What happened in the text to lead you to that conclusion? Contemplate how the author would respond to this question, “How do you feel about the subject?” Remember that tone is mostly easily identified using powerful adjective and is typically established through features like diction, syntax, figurative language.
	
	

	Theme

What is the poem/poet saying about the human condition? Is it sternly/caringly  pedantic or is it objectively expository? What idea does the poet want the reader to take away from the poem? Keep “the path in mind”: Author ( Text ( Reader. Theme is usually a complete sentence, the author’s message and universal.
	
	


Difficulty of poem (1-10, 10 = challenging):

Grad yourself on the rubric below by shading in the appropriate boxes. Mr. Foster will circle in blue pen.
	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
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	Depict and Cite Text Evidence 


	I can make a text’s meaning abundantly clear through a thoughtful description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning appropriately clear through a description of text events, basic inferences, and satisfactory, clear evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning clear through a basic description of text events, some inferences, and evidence that may be lacking in abundance or quality.
	I struggle to make a text’s meaning clear through a description of text events, inferences, and evidence. My evidence is either lacking, superficial, and/or inaccurate. 

	Foster Feedback specific to this learning target:
	

	Analyze Author’s Craft


	I can make it abundantly clear how specific text features create meaning, were a direct intent of the author and enhance a text. 
	I can make it appropriately clear how specific text features create meaning, were an author’s choice and are an important part of a text.
	I can make it clear how text features influence meaning, were reflection of the author and are a part of a text.
	I struggle to make it clear how text features are evident, contribute to meaning and/or were tools used specifically by the author.

	Foster Feedback specific to this learning target:
	

	Evaluate Text as a Whole


	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme abundantly clear. I can make mature, unpredictable connections between the text as a whole and the world around me 
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme appropriately clear. I can make logical, consistent connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I can make basic, accurate connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I struggle to make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I struggle to make connections between the text as a whole and the world around me that are helpful and/or accurate.

	Foster Feedback specific to this learning target:
	


