“I Can” Rubric for Persuasive Essays
Complete the following rubric by circling the statement (I can, I can almost, I will continue to work to) that most accurately reflects your skills. Be honest with yourself. The reason we are writing this essay is to improve your writing skills, improve your ACT score and to improve your ability to defend a stance that you take on an issue. What can you do now?

I CAN…


I can almost….


I will continue to work to…
Start my essay with interesting and appropriate “fluff” (or background information) that leads to my thesis and encourages the reader to read the rest of my essay. Place a two-part thesis, which clearly states one position of the issue and briefly states my two elements of support for that position, at the end of my first paragraph.
I CAN…


I can almost….


I will continue to work to…

Take a stand; prove a position; and convince the reader my thesis is true. Display insightful, mature reasoning. Draw conclusions that are appropriate, informative and intelligent. 
I CAN…


I can almost….


I will continue to work to…
Follow the general structure of a six-paragraph persuasive essay: Intro-Pro-Counter Argument-Rebuttal-Pro-Conclusion; write topic sentences for each of these paragraphs that clearly state what the entire paragraph is going to be about.
I CAN…


I can almost….


I will continue to work to…
Use topic sentences effectively as each topic sentence contains my thesis idea and states what the entire paragraph is about. Maintain focus on each topic sentence by sticking to one major idea per paragraph. Mimic my topic sentence at the end of each paragraph with a clear connection back to my thesis.  
I CAN…


I can almost….


I will continue to work to…
Use “soft” words when explaining my counter argument; use stronger words when disproving the counter argument in my rebuttal; understand that the rebuttal is not another “pro” but an explanation of why my counter argument is false.
I CAN…


I can almost….


I will continue to work to…
Chose strong, unique examples that directly support my topic sentences in all of my arguments. Avoid repeating the same argument in different paragraphs. Provide important details about each example and not just state vague ideas. Clearly and thoroughly explain HOW these examples prove the thesis. 
I CAN…


I can almost….


I will continue to work to…
Avoid common writing errors (commonly confused words, possessive “S,” comma rules that I know about etc.) and effectively use common writing convention (such as third person, formal language, tense agreement, noun-pronoun agreement, etc.)
I CAN…


I can almost….


I will continue to work to…
Be a decent author by using transitional phrases effectively (Therefore, In addition, etc.); display strong diction by avoiding vague words (such as good, bad, happy, sad, angry, things); use vocabulary words I have learned in class; vary my sentence syntax.
