Independent Novel during class reading of 1984
You need to pick a book that you have not read (or that you were assigned to read, but did not read entirely) that would blatantly fit in the Individual vs. Society motif column of your literary matrix. Examples might include The Crucible, The Scarlet Letter, Animal Farm, Anthem, Fahrenheit 451, or A Brave New World. Maybe this is a text that others have read and you have not. Regardless, on ___________, please bring in any books you would like to share/swap that address individual vs. society. Then, you should be provided a novel to read. If not, Mr. Foster has many copies of these texts. 

Metacognition: For this novel, please do a modified version of Cornell T4 notes. You will only have three different categories of notes to keep track of for your independent individual vs. society text. In other words, as you read, please keep Cornell T4 notes with a key/legend that signifies the three kinds of comments that you record.

1) Text to text connections. How does your individual vs. society text relate abstractly to other texts of literary merit? How does it differ? What is the significance of this correlation? Which of the two texts is better? What is the significance of this evaluation?

2) Recognition of the individual vs. society motif. Cite specific page numbers, events, characters, and authorship occurrences that exude the conflict of the individual vs. the society. How does the battle happen concretely and abstractly? Who wins? How did it win? Is that what the author wanted you to predict? Why not? Why did the author have this entity win? 
3) Any other random metacognitive thoughts. As you are reading, you will probably generate predictions, questions, main ideas, summaries, powerful quotes, etc. Record those as well. 
This independent novel is due when we finish 1984. This should take about three weeks. You will turn in your metacognition from this independent novel and use it to write a compare/contrast essay with 1984. The essay is described below.  

Authors often use motifs to propel their texts. Sophocles, for example, utilized “inquiry” to push Oedipus’ devastating self-discovery. One of the most common motifs in literature is how the individual comes into conflict with an entire society. Choose two novels of literary merit to compare and contrast how this battle is demonstrated in both texts. Be sure to highlight ways that each author worked to exude the conflict in the text as a whole. 
My (AP World History-style) thesis with examples in it:

The general structure that I will follow: 

After kids write this essay, they grade and revise a peer’s paper using the chart AP rubric. Then, I grade them using the holistic rubric and give them a grade out of 9. 

Then, after discussing the errors, we go to the library and they type this essay with the revisions. During this process, they have to add all of the tricks from their AP notes and from the writing minutes: complex-compound sentences, 2 literary devices, three distinct HOW strategies, etc.

Then, another student reads both drafts and write a 5 sentence AP essay that compares/contrasts the first and second drafts of their partner’s essays. 

