Student Attitudinal Survey on English Class Experiences

1.  Do you have good memories of your past experiences in English class?

Yes
No

2.  Do you enjoy discussing books with others?





Yes
No

3.  Do you believe that junior English will be harder than sophomore?


Yes
No

4.  Have you been successful in previous reading activities in high school?

Yes
No

5.  Would you consider yourself a “good” silent, independent reader?


Yes
No

6.  Are you a “fast” reader when reading silently?





Yes
No

7.  Do you enjoy reading out loud in class?






Yes
No

8.  Do you think you are a motivated person in English class?



Yes
No

9.  Would you like to improve your skills in English class?



Yes
No

10.  Do you think you are capable of earning a C or better in English class?

Yes
No

       Explain your response below:

11.  Would you consider yourself an organized person?




Yes
No

12.  Do you have problems completing your in class assignments?


Yes
No

13.  Do you have problems completing your homework assignments?


Yes
No

14.  What is the biggest accomplishment you have ever had in English?

15. What is the biggest regret you have from past English class experiences?

16. Other English-specific questions, concerns or statements:

Literature Circle Group Formation Survey

1.  Have you ever worked in a small group before?  



Yes

No

2.  Have you had good experiences working in a small group?


Yes

No

3.  When working in a group, do you find it easy to voice opinions?

Yes

No

4.  Have you had bad experiences working in a small group?


Yes 

No

     Please explain below:

5.  What do you think is the hardest part about working in a small group?  Please explain your answer.

6.  When working in a group, do you prefer to be a leader or a follower?  
_______________

7.  When working in a group, what do you believe is your biggest strength that you can offer a group?  Please explain your response?

8.  When working in a group, what do you think the teacher’s role is to keep the group working smoothly in order to accomplish their goals?

9.  When working in a group, what do you think your role is to keep the group working smoothly in order to accomplish their goals?

10.  List one classmate you would prefer NOT to work with…you MUST explain your answer!!

       List one classmate you would prefer TO work with:  
___________________________










___________________________

Literature Circle Meeting

Name:  _________________________________
Date:  ____________________

Title:  __________________________________
Author:  __________________
Please evaluate your group experiences with your literature circle today.

	
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Finished the reading for today


	
	
	

	Finished your journal entry


	
	
	

	Finished your literature circle role for today


	
	
	

	Believe the meeting was beneficial to you as a learner


	
	
	

	Believe that you contributed to the group’s success


	
	
	

	Participated in group discussion


	
	
	

	Listened to others


	
	
	

	Helped others contribute to the group’s discussion


	
	
	

	Learned something from another group member


	
	
	

	Looking forward to your next literature circle meeting
	
	
	


	Bookmark

Name:  _______________________________

Title of Text:  _________________________

Author:  ______________________________

Record your favorite part(s) from the short story you are reading.  Also, record any unknown words and attempt to define them using breakdown and context clue skills. 
Favorite Part(s): ________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Unknown Words: _______________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

​______________________________________

Questions you have for your group:  


	Bookmark

Name:  _______________________________

Title of  Text:  _________________________

Pages Read: __________________________

Things learned while reading: this is what you know happened, this is a summary, this is what you will share in your discussion group.
Known: _______________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Prediction for what will happen next:
______________________________________

​______________________________________

Questions you have for your group:  


	Bookmark

Name:  _______________________________

Mood I was in while reading: ______________

Interest in text 1-10:____________________

How was it said? Cite specific “authorship tricks” that you saw in the text, cite page number and explain impact.
Example #1: ___________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Example #2: ___________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

​______________________________________

Example #3: ___________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

​______________________________________


	Bookmark

Name:  _______________________________

Where I did most reading: _______________

Sparknotes usage?:_____________________

Why was it said? What is the author’s purpose in writing the text so far? Why did he/she write it? What is he/she trying to say in the text? What is the theme of the text?
Why was it said?: ______________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

So What? How does this text connection to your life and the world (past or present)?: 
______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

​______________________________________

______________________________________
______________________________________


Teacher Assessment Rubric
	Name of Student:  


	Prepared?                                                      Yes / No

Participated?                                                 Yes / No

One memorable comment or quote:  

What kind of thinking does this represent?

One strong / weak social skill:

Contribution made to the group:




Appendix #12:

Sample of Focus Group Evaluation Sheet

	Name of Focus Student
	Student Sample Notes
	Changes in Student Motivation
	Items to Note in Student Preparation
	Items to Note in Student Organization
	Growth in Role as Group Member & Literacy
	Other

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix #13:

Eleven Key Ingredients to Successful Literature Circles

Adapted from Harvey Daniels’ Literature Circles:  Voice and choice in book clubs & reading groups
1. Students choose their own reading materials

2. Small, temporary groups are formed, based on student reading choice

3. Different groups read different reading selections

4. Groups meet on a regular, predictable schedule to discuss their reading experiences

5. Students use written or drawn notes to guide both their reading and their group discussion

6. Discussion topics are selected by the students

7. Group meetings aim to be open, natural conversations about books.  Personal connections, digressions, and open-ended questions are welcome and encouraged

8. The teacher serves as facilitator, not a group member or instructor during group meetings

9. Evaluation is by teacher observation and student self-evaluation(s)

10. The spirit of playfulness and fun pervades the room

11.  When books are finished, readers share with their classmates, and then new groups form around new   reading choices
