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	The essay shows little to no understanding of the task. If the essay takes a position, it fails to support that position. The reader is unclear about the author’s position.
	Little to no attempt at mature evaluation. Hardly any attempt was made to present mature ideas. Perhaps inappropriate ideas.
	The essay is minimally developed. The essay included lack of reasons, excessive repetition of ideas or off-topic discussions.  No attempt to connect examples to thesis. 
	There is little to no evidence of a structure or group of logical ideas. Transitions are rarely used, if t all. 
	Sentence structure and word choice are immature. Errors frequently distract and interrupt understanding. Writing is severely below an acceptable performance level.
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	Shows a weak understanding of the task. The essay may not take a position or fail to provide rationale. The reader is still unsure the author is correct.
	Very little evidence of deep thinking. Critical thinking is absent. Lack of effort and/or ability to analyze figuratively.
	The essay is thinly developed. If examples are given, they are too vague or not clearly relevant.  The essay may include extensive repetition and lapses in focus on the topic.
	There is some indication of a structure and some logical group of ideas. Transitions may be inappropriate or misleading.
	Sentence structure and word choice are too simple. Errors may be frequently distracting and may sometimes impede meaning. No authorship was attempted.
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	The essay shows some understanding of the task. The essay takes a position, but has a weak attempt at convincing the reader.  The reader thinks author’s right.
	Arguments are lacking serious weight. Analysis is superficial. And below the author’s thinking level.
	Development, reasons & examples are limited. Examples involve mostly general ideas and not authentic, specific details. Ideas may repeat or not prove thesis. 
	The organization of the essay is simple. Ideas are grouped somewhat logically.  Transitions, if used, are simple and obvious. 
	Language shows a basic control.  Sentences show little variation and word choice is inappropriate or lacking. Errors may be distracting from meaning.
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	The essay shows an understanding of the task. The essay’s stance is clear, but thesis is not necessarily convincingly proven. The reader is “leaning” towards the author’s position.
	Insights are mature but lack serious depth. Examples are predictable, yet accurate. Analysis is at the author’s level.
	Development is adequate, but could be better. Texts examples are either too vague or not as strong or appropriate as they could be. Examples are evident, but thesis proving is unclear.  
	The organization of the essay is apparent but predictable. Some logical sequencing of events is apparent. Most transitions are simple and could be more prevalent. 
	Language is adequate, with some variety in sentence structure and word choice. There may be some distracting errors, but they do not interrupt meaning. Authorship shines sparingly.
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	The essay shows an understanding of the task and adequately takes and proves a position. The reader is satisfied that the author’s stance is true. 
	Text examples augment the essay’s intent. Ideas presented are intelligent and informative; they might not be extremely profound.
	Development is specific and logical. Most ideas are developed with clear examples, specific reasons, and focused details. Arguments are different from one another. Details work towards proving the thesis. 
	The organization of the essay is clear, although perhaps too predictable. Ideas are logically sequenced although simple. Obvious transitions are used between different ideas and examples. 
	Language is competent. Sentences are somewhat varied and word choice is sometimes varied and precise. There may be a few errors, but they are seldom distracting. A strong attempt at authorship is clear.
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	The essay shows a clear understanding of the task. The essay takes and proves a firm position. The reader is a firm believer in the thesis; little to no doubt exists that the thesis is true. 
	Specific textual examples are relevant, rational, and appropriate. Conclusions drawn are profoundly insightful and go beyond the obvious.
	Development of ideas is ample, specific and logical. Most ideas are fully elaborated. A clear focus on the specific issue is maintained.  Arguments are unique. Specific, relevant text details prove the thesis clearly.
	The organization of the essay is clear: it may be predictable or crafted to the author’s style. Ideas are logically sequenced. Transitions are logical and helpful. Smooth transitions from one idea to the next.   
	The essay shows a strong command of the language. Sentences are varied and word choice is precise. There are few, if any, errors to distract the reader. Authorship is impressive.
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