Bless Me, Ultima Motif References
Self-Identity

1) (New) Mexican Chicano = Spanish/Indian, Indigenous/Catholic, Native/European, mom/dad, farmer/cowboy, Luna/conquistador, English/Spanish, city/country = 27, 31, 33, 44, 70, 85, 94, 125-126, 131, 143, 181-184 (dream of deaths), 194, 196, 197, 202, 222, 228, 231, 251, 261 
2) Leave mom and break umbilical cord = 55-56, 62, 71, 75, 77, 188, 251, 260, 275!!
3) Semi-autobiographical = power of working out own identity through fiction = vii
4) Name of Antonio = St. Anthony connotation

5) Dreams and subconscious as a reflection of desired or perceived reality = 5, 32, 48, 64, 73, 125, 146, 181, 249, 257
6) Childhood conflicts as an influence on present beliefs/actions = viii, 17, 24, 32, 69, 178, 194, 205, 256, 261
7) Autobiographical fiction as part of a larger Chicano movement = ix

8) Insanity of war and the loss it brings = 3, 15-16, 20, 26-27, 35, 52, 66, 69, 70
9) Repeating mistakes of ancestors? = 27, 71, 77
10) Why do some people keep emotions in and some shout? = 11, 44

11) Geography as Antonio’s identity = 13, 25, 27, 29, 42, 44-45, 68, 80, 83, 86, 118, 126, 179, 201, 242, 245
12) Spirituality = 24, 30, 36, 47, 58, 103, 111-112, 119, 143, 208!, 251, 258, 262
13) Friends as a definition of us = 41

Choices/Duality, 70
1) Chicano identity dichotomies

2) Question of spirituality = viii, 31, 47, 84-85, 101, 103, 143, 202, 205, 251, 252, 258
Power of Language

1) AACC = 60

2) “Grande” for Ultima = 4

3) Spanish vs. English = 13

4) “Luna” = farmer-priest that identifies with land

5) Gabriel (dad) = messenger of God = 6

6) “Ultima” is ultimate fate decider for Antonio = 7, 13

7) Prayers and dreams in italics throughout

8) Nicknames of friends = 38, 60
9) Antonio learning to read = 79-80

(Dis)illusion vs. Reality/World as an Enigma = 115, 117, 122, 124, 134
1) Destiny vs. free will = 27, 40, 48, 53, 57, 66, 71, 75, 83, 187, 228, 251, 258
2) Ultima as character = vii, 88, 96, 100, 102, 125, 128-129, 198, 259, 263!!, 270, 275
3) Dad drinks to escape reality = 3, 15-16, 31

4) Presence of river = 45, 122, 256, 271
5) Golden Carp = 84-85, 118, 123, 143, 175, 208, 252
6) Loss of innocence/ignorance and danger of knowledge acquisition = 172, 173, 175, 200, 207-208

7) God = 201

8) Owl = 270, 271
Immanuel Kant = hermeneutic, brain studies/categorization, perception vs. reality, tabula rasa. 
