“Other” Terms

RACISM – (noun) The belief that one’s race (human population distinguished as a distinct group by genetically transmitted characteristics) is superior to another. Example: The Caucasian race believing their race is better than the Latino race.

ETHNICITY – (noun) Pertaining to a group within a culture or social system that have common traits including religion, language, ancestral or physical characteristics. Example: Italian, German, Chinese. Ethnocentrism is similar to racism in that it is believing one’s ethnicity is superior another.

PLURALISM – (noun) A condition of a society in which several, distinct ethnic, religious or cultural groups coexist within one nation. Example: USA, Canada, England.

SEXISM – (noun) Negative opinions or practices towards males or females on the basis of their gender without knowledge or examination of the facts. The exploitation and social domination of one gender by another. Example: A man assumes a woman is has inferior driving skills or a woman making less money than a man while working at the same job. 
EGALITARIANISM – (noun) A belief in equal political, economic and legal rights for all citizens. Example: All Americans can vote regardless of racial or ethnic make-up.

PREJUDICE – (noun) A negative judgment or opinion formed without knowledge or examination of the facts. Example: John thinks all bald men are idiots because he has met one idiotic bald man or heard someone say that all bald men are idiots.
DISCRIMINATE – (verb) To commit an act or make a statement based on a prejudice. Example: John avoids all bald men because he thinks they are idiots or tells his neighbor that all bald men are morons.

STEREOTYPE – (noun) A preconceived notion regarding a particular group based on nonfactual, usually, but not always, ethnic based prejudice. Example: John walks into a party believing all the bald men are idiots. He stereotypes bald men into an “idiot” category, basing his opinion on prejudice. 

My Definition of “Other”:

