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The following document denotes the educational goals, academic engagements and professional accomplishments I will pursue and have experienced in my educational voyage. 


It is my primary goal to obtain a “Curriculum and Teaching” master’s degree in through Michigan State University. This will be accomplished through acceptance into the program and by adhering to the strict learning discipline MSU has already helped me establish. In addition, it is my aim to earn a professional teaching certificate. This certificate will be an “up-grade” of my current professional teaching certificate. Accomplishing my first goal and earning addition professional development credits through outside organizations are two ways I will accomplish this objective. 


I have already founded a clear pattern of professional development that will compliment my pursuit of these goals. During my fifth year student teaching internship, I was involved in several professional development activities both in the school where I taught, Holt High School, and in other academic arenas. Within Holt High School, I established an English help room for students, I was an assistant wrestling coach, I regulated security for intramural basketball, I volunteered to judge math projects, I volunteered to judge a poetry “slam” contest and I helped students build their own web pages. Contributing to these numerous facets of the school and community environment allowed me to appreciate the complexity of the lives of students. Also, this varied participation permitted me to work with students on many levels, seeing that my students are not just “bodies in the seats,” but complex and creative members of our society.

Outside of the high school setting, I explored my own development as a professional as well. I enrolled, and am currently enrolled in, the National Council of Teachers of English. Within this organization I review literature produced by its members and explore the organization’s web site to remain updated on current teaching philosophies and procedures. I attended an “Emerging Professional Teacher” conference that informed me about the teacher hiring process. I also attended an educational technology conference that displayed educational specific software that I currently use in my classroom. Also, I attended a “Love and Logic” training seminar that demonstrated a specific classroom management strategy which I institute today.
As a first year teacher at Armada High School during the 2001-2002 school year, I have continued this dedication to the many aspects of students and their education while developing as a professional. During this school year, I have coached high school and middle school wrestling, dedicating countless post classroom hours to my students. I am the sophomore class advisor, assisting in fund raising and chaperoning school dances. I volunteered to teach an organization skills class in addition to my scheduled classes, donating my “free” preparation hour to my students in the process. I am one of three other teachers in my building who are currently enrolled in a seminar to learn how to teach classes on-line in order to be “first in line” to teach Armada courses that may be made available through the Internet.  
Again, outside of the walls of my high school, I have developed as a professional as well. This spring, I returned to Michigan State University to share my experiences as a first year teacher. I was a member of a panel of first year teachers that discussed concerns MSU student teaching interns had regarding the teacher hiring process and the first year of teaching at the “Get A Job” Conference on Saturday March 15th. I contributed back to the university that facilitated my acquisition of the teaching skills that I hold dear today.  

These are my ambitions and accomplishments today. It is my desire to continue to apply what I have learned, remain convicted to the work ethic MSU has instilled in me and continue my development as a professional in the Michigan State University master’s program. 
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