1984 Pre-reading Research
Use http://mrbecker9.weebly.com/1984.html as a resource.

In a “diad” or “triad,” you will need to do research for one of the following topics. Then, you will need to post your findings at http://armadafoster.weebly.com/1984-background-blog under the “1984 Background Blog.” Simply copy and paste pertinent information from useful, reliable websites and write a summary/reflection in your own words in a different font color. Finally, you will need to use this information (and all of the information posted by your classmates) to do the “quiz” on the next page of this document. You may be tempted to just research the quiz question(s) that pertain(s) to your topic. However, don’t. Mostly because it is unethical, but also because the answers to the quiz questions are also attached. The goal is to research effectively and efficiently, then gather resources, then perform well on an assessment of the information you gathered. This process mimics the blogging and sharing process that you will do in multiple classes in 13th grade. As you search, BE CAREFUL about spoilers. Don’t accidentally have the ending or cool plot events ruined for yourself. (
1) Stalin

2) Trotsky

3) Animal Farm

4) Franco
5) Fascism

6) British Labor Party

7) American Patriot Act

8) Churchill’s War Cabinet (restriction of civil rights)

9) Socialism

10) The Teheran Conference

11) McCarthyism

12) “Doublethink” from Foreword p. xi-xiii

13) The concept of the lottery, where it originated and its inception in various cultures.

14) “Spin” in the media

15) Utopia vs. Dystopia
16) Three most influential revolts/rebellions/uprisings in human history

1984 Background Quiz

1) What did Stalin work to destroy the most? 

2) Who where “The Big Three to Kill Hitler” at the Tehran Conference? 

3) Who was the fascist “Spanish Hitler”?

4) What common factor did all significant revolutions have? 

5) What literary device is most similar to the concept of “doublethink”? 

6) The best choice for a benign synonym for “spin in the media” is what? 

7) How is Nazism is an exaggerated form of what other type of government? 

8) How is Trotsky the opposite of Stalin abstractly? 

9) Choose the pair of nations that might most accurately be perceived as a utopia/dystopia respectively: 

10) What does the “social” in socialism imply/connote/address?

11) What might be considered the “painless form of voluntary taxation”? 

12) What political party might be accurately described as “Democratic Socialism”? 

13) How does the Patriot Act function like certain school rules? 

14) What was Winston Churchill’s view of surrender and negotiating with dictators? 

15) When Orwell had the animals and Animal Farm mimic the Russian revolution, what literary device was he most accurately portraying? 

16) How did Arthur Miller demonstrate the abstract significance of McCarthyism? 

1984 Background Quiz

1) What did Stalin work to destroy the most? – Individuality

2) Who where “The Big Three to Kill Hitler” at the Tehran Conference? USA-Roosevelt, United Kingdom-Churchill, Soviet Union-Stalin

3) Who was the fascist “Spanish Hitler”?-Francisco Franco 

4) What common factor did all significant revolutions have? Peoples’ rights were oppressed and they couldn’t take it anymore.

5) What literary device is most similar to the concept of “doublethink”? Paradox

6) The best choice for a benign synonym for “spin in the media” is what? A filter through which news is reported, a perspective.

7) How is Nazism is an exaggerated form of what other type of government? = fascism 

8) How is Trotsky the opposite of Stalin abstractly? Trotsky = everyone is equal, Stalin = no individuality or equality exists

9) Choose the pair of nations that might most accurately be perceived as a utopia/dystopia respectively: USA/Haiti

10) What does the “social” in socialism imply/connote/address? The elimination of social classes and no private property as all property belongs to the “society”

11) What might be considered the “painless form of voluntary taxation”? lottery

12) What political party might be accurately described as “Democratic Socialism”? British Labour Party

13) How does the Patriot Act function like certain school rules? Too much control and not individual rights

14) What was Winston Churchill’s view of surrender and negotiating with dictators? –NO

15) When Orwell had the animals and Animal Farm mimic the Russian revolution, what literary device was he most accurately portraying? – allegory

16) How did Arthur Miller demonstrate the abstract significance of McCarthyism? = Crucible

After you take the “quiz” and grade yourself, publish the results to this 1984 background activity by sending your results/score and a commentary about your score to the Foster AP Voxer group. Specifically comment on how well you did, how this “quiz” was challenging or easy, and how you would amend this task in the future if you were the teacher. If Voxer is an issue, go have a chat with Mr. Foster in person before school between 7:00 and 7:30AM any school day.  

