The Scarlet Letter 

Pre-reading Activity 

In order to understand the novel The Scarlet Letter, it is crucial to be familiar with the time period in which it was set as well as the time period in which it was written.  With a partner, you need to find the answers to the following questions and present them to the class in an appropriate format: PowerPoint, website, prezi, skit, rap, interpretive dance, scavenger hunt, decathlon, etc. Regardless of the format, and especially because multiple partnerships will be presenting similar information, you must show your understanding that “brevity is the soul of wit” and concisely show the relationship between the three time periods: 1640s, 1850s and present day. Your rubric is below. 
Alpha Partner
The Scarlet Letter was set in the 1640’s.  What was America like during this time?  What was the Puritan world like?  What type of literature was being written?  What did the people of this time period believe about sin, morality, illegitimacy, guilt, punishment, crime, evil, forgiveness, revenge, and justice?  What impact did religion have on the culture of the time period?   What beliefs about religion were prevalent during this time period?  Was there a relationship between religion and government?  Where did Hawthorne get his ideas about the Puritans?  How was Hawthorne’s family connected to the Salem Witch Trials?  

Omega Partner
The Scarlet Letter was published in the 1850’s.  What was America like during this time?  What was Hawthorne’s world like?  What type of literature was being written?  What did the people of this time period believe about sin, morality, illegitimacy, guilt, punishment, crime, evil, forgiveness, revenge, and justice?  What philosophy was developed?  Was Hawthorne a proponent of this philosophy?  What impact did the philosophy have on the culture of the time period?   What beliefs about religion were prevalent during this time period?  Was there a relationship between religion and government?

	Ideas and Content

Did you answer the question?


	* The work conveys ideas in a controlled and interesting manner.

* The focus/thesis is stated clearly and meets requirements (“answers question”)

* Clear, relevant details,

directions, examples,

and/or anecdotes develop

and enrich the answer.

* Reader is thoroughly convinced and certain of the author’s position.
	* The work presents

important information about a specific topic by providing facts or directions, explaining ideas or defining terms.

* The focus is stated clearly and meets requirements; question is mostly answered.

* The audience is fairly certain of the author’s point, position and how the examples prove them both.
	* The work presents

information about a

specific topic by providing facts or directions, explaining ideas or terms.

* The focus is unclear; question’s answer is addressed vaguely.

* An attempt is made to

develop primary and

secondary ideas.

* The audience is confused or unfulfilled as to the author’s position.
	* The work presents

information about a topic by providing facts or

directions, explaining ideas

or defining terms.

* The focus is unclear; the question is not answered.

* Specific requirements have been ignored or

misunderstood.

* The audience is left stranded, empty and bewildered as to the author’s message.

	Voice

Does the work sounds like it is uniquely yours? Did you use media effective to present your message? 
	* The personality of the author is evident in the work.

* The author’s humor, balance of colloquialism and professionalism and/or use of allusions & anecdotes bring the work to life. 

* The tone is appropriate and consistently controlled.

* The overall effect is

individualistic, expressive,

and engaging.
	* Personality, confidence and feeling are expressed

throughout the work.

* A commitment to the topic is obvious.

* The author connects to the audience and clearly

indicates a purpose for the

work.

* The tone is sincere,

pleasant and generally

appropriate.

* The work evokes emotion in the reader.
	* Personality, confidence, and feeling weave in and

out of the work.

* Commitment to the topic is limited.

* Connection to the

audience and purpose for

the work are unclear.

* The tone is generally

appropriate.

* The writing evokes some emotion in the audience.
	* The work lacks

commitment to the topic.

* Connection to the audience and purpose for the work are unclear.

* The tone is flat or

inappropriate.

* The work evokes little

emotion in the reader.

*It is unclear that the work is uniquely a product of the author. 

	Text as a Whole


	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme abundantly clear. I can make mature, unpredictable connections between the text as a whole and the world around me 
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme appropriately clear. I can make logical, consistent connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I can make basic, accurate connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I struggle to make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I struggle to make connections between the text as a whole and the world around me that are helpful and/or accurate.


