The Scarlet Letter

Quiz #2 
Chapters 7-12

22 points
Directions: Answer all questions as potently as possible. 
1) “There was fire in her and throughout her; she seemed the unpremeditated offshoot of a passionate moment.” Who is being described? What was the “passionate moment”? What is one more example of this character’s “fire”? (3)
2) At the governor’s house, Hester looked into a “circus mirror” where, “the scarlet letter was represented in exaggerated and gigantic proportions (so) she seemed absolutely hidden by it.” What might this scene show figuratively? What is Nathaniel Hawthorne trying to say in this scene? (1)
3) Mr. Wilson describes Pearl as, “Pearl?-Ruby, rather,-or Coral-or Red Rose, at the very least!” Why does Mr. Wilson use these particular objects to describe Pearl, what do they have in common? How do they contrast a pearl? What might they say about Pearl’s character? (2)
4) “The child finally announced that she had not been made at all, but had been plucked by her mother off the bush of wild roses that grew by the prison-door.” Why would Pearl’s answer make sense? Figuratively, how could this be true? (1)
5) With what creatures of fantasy is Pearl continually compared? Why? What is Hawthorne saying about her character? (2)
6) Because of Dimmesdale’s failing health, “his voice…has a certain melancholy prophecy of decay in it (and he) put his hand over his heart…indicative of pain.” What is his emotional pain and why is it significant that he is covering his heart (and not his head or his leg)? (2)
7) “Few secrets can escape an investigator, who has the opportunity and license to undertake such a quest, and skill to follow it up. A man burdened with a secret should especially avoid the intimacy of a physician.” Who is the “investigator” and what mystery is he trying to solve? Who is the man with the secret and why should he avoid a close relationship with his doctor?(4)
8) “The physician…laid his hand upon (his patient’s) bosom, (then) threw up his arms towards the ceiling, and stamped his foot on the floor (and knew) how Satan comports when (he wins) a precious human soul.” What literally happened? What did the doctor “see”? Why is this significant? (3)
9) “They deemed the young clergyman a miracle of holiness. They fancied him the mouthpiece of Heaven’s messages of wisdom…the virgins of his church grew pale around him.” How is this ironic? (1)
10) Dimmesdale told Pearl, “I shall, indeed, stand with thy mother and thee one other day.” To which day was he referring? Why will he not “stand with them” sooner? (2)
11) “A great letter in the sky, the letter A, which we interpret for Angel. For, as our good Governor Winthrop was made an angel this past night.” What is ironic about this belief that the townspeople had about the “A” in the sky that the meteors produced? (1)
12) How is the reading difficulty going? Is it getting easier? Why or why not? What tricks and strategies are you using to help you read and understand? If you are not reading, why aren’t you? Please be thorough and honest to help me be a better teacher and to help you learn more effectively. 

As an alternative, you can spend 35 minutes writing an answer to the essay prompt below. Regardless of which kind of chapters 7-12 assessment you choose, your rubric is below. 

Prompt 1: Read Chapter 9, “The Leech,” from The Scarlet Letter. Then write an essay analyzing how Hawthorne uses setting, allusion, metaphor, irony, diction, and tone to reveal character. 

AP Reading Skills

	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Depict and Cite Text Evidence 

CCS Reading 1, 2, 3
	I can make a text’s meaning abundantly clear through a thoughtful description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning appropriately clear through a description of text events, basic inferences, and satisfactory, clear evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning clear through a basic description of text events, some inferences, and evidence that may be lacking in abundance or quality.
	I struggle to make a text’s meaning clear through a description of text events, inferences, and evidence. My evidence is either lacking, superficial, and/or inaccurate. 

	Analyze Author’s Craft

CCS Reading 4, 5, 6
	I can make it abundantly clear how specific text features create meaning, were a direct intent of the author and enhance a text. 
	I can make it appropriately clear how specific text features create meaning, were an author’s choice and are an important part of a text.
	I can make it clear how text features influence meaning, were reflection of the author and are a part of a text.
	I struggle to make it clear how text features are evident, contribute to meaning and/or were tools used specifically by the author.

	Evaluate Text as a Whole

CCS Reading 7, 8, 9
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme abundantly clear. I can make mature, unpredictable connections between the text as a whole and the world around me 
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme appropriately clear. I can make logical, consistent connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I can make basic, accurate connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I struggle to make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I struggle to make connections between the text as a whole and the world around me that are helpful and/or accurate.

	Determine meaning of 

unknown words using 

context clues, word 

parts & parts of speech.
	I can insightfully 
explain all examples 
of unfamiliar words 

accurately
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

unfamiliar words 

relatively accurately
	I can mention some 
examples of 

unfamiliar words 

somewhat accurately
	I can partially identify 

a few examples of

unfamiliar words 

with some inaccuracies


