English 11 Supplemental Reading

During this trimester, your task is to read one novel of your choice completely on your own. While you read, refer to the five reading skills that we will practice all trimester. At the end of the trimester, you will have to demonstrate that you can do all of the five reading skills in any format that you choose. The skills are below. 
Reading Skills 

	SKILL
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine main ideas, 

central themes, primary arguments
	Insightfully explain 

the author’s “big 

picture” accurately
	Plainly explain the 

author’s “big picture” 

relatively accurately
	Mention the 

author’s “big picture” 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify the 

author’s “big picture” w/
some inaccuracies

	Determine minor ideas, supporting details, and supplemental examples
	Insightfully explain 

all examples of

the author’s specifics accurately
	Plainly explain 

several examples of

the author’s specifics relatively accurately
	Mention some 
examples of the 

author’s specifics 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify 

a few examples of

the author’s specifics with 

some inaccuracies

	Determine the “How it was said” i. e. structure of texts, point of view, & the author’s craft. 
	Insightfully explain 

all examples of

the author’s craft accurately
	Plainly explain 

several examples of

the author’s craft relatively accurately
	Mention some 
examples of the 

author’s craft 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify 

a few examples of

the author’s craft with 

some inaccuracies

	Why was it said? Read for theme: author’s message, lesson, intent. 
	Strong description of how text specifics address author’s message.
	Clear description of how text specifics address author’s message.
	Partial description of how text specifics address author’s message.
	Zero and/or inaccurate description of how text specifics address author’s message.

	Read texts independently

and make connections
	Strong, mature connections between the text, the world and the reader’s life.
	Clear, obvious connections between the text, the world and the reader’s life
	Partial, incomplete connections between the text, the world and/or the reader’s life.
	Zero and/or inaccurate connections between the text, the world and/or the reader’s life.


Here are suggestions for books from Mr. Foster, other English teachers and former AHS students:

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
The Road by Cormac McCarthy

Life of Pi by Yann Martel

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett
Brave New World by Aldus Huxely
Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Othello by William Shakespeare
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

The Pigman, The Contender, Raisin in the Sun, Beloved, Song of Solomon, Cry of the Beloved Country,  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Ethan Frome, Native Son, A Doll’s House, or Old Man and the Sea.  Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughter House Five or John Irving’s A Prayer for Owen Meany or The World According to Garp
Questions that I have about this project:
Additional things that Mr. Foster explained in class:

Resources I can use to help me with this project

