1984 Quizzical #2, Section II
1) Define (and label the part of speech) for each underlined word from its context:
a. In any case he did not know the girl’s name, let alone her address. Finally he decided that the safest place was the canteen. 1
b. The mutability of the past is the central tenet of Ingsoc. 2
2) “If there was any relief, it was in his work.” Why is this ironic? 1
3) What is Winston’s “Golden Country”? Literally and figuratively? 2
4) Winston proclaimed to Julia, “The more men you’ve had, the more I love you.” Why? Why does this make sense? What is Winston’s explanation? What would Thomas Foster say about this? 2
5) Why did Winston not push Katherine over the cliff to her death when he had the chance? 1
6) What are Julia’s thoughts about the individual versus society? Cite another character from a text of literary merit that would agree with her. 2
7) “We are the dead.” “We’re not dead yet.” “So long as human beings stay human, death and life are the same thing.” Who said the first and third quote? How do you know? Explain what he/she is talking about. What philosophy does this reflect? How? 3
8) “The paperweight was the room he was in, and the coral was Julia’s life and his own, fixed in a sort of eternity at the heart of the crystal.” What authorship strategy is at work? How? Hint: Not just a metaphor; broader than just a symbol. 1
9) Give one literal and one figurative explanation for why Winston’s health began to improve dramatically in the middle of the reading section (no ulcer, fatter, no drinking)? Think about how Thomas Foster would answer this question. 2
10) “Sometimes, too, they talked of engaging in active rebellion against the Party, but with no notion of how to take the first step.” How do meaningful rebellions start? What is the first real step? Is it abstract ( concrete or vice versa? Cite an example from history. 2
11) “They could be made to accept the most flagrant violations of reality, because they never fully grasped the enormity of what was demanded of them, and were not sufficiently interested in public events to notice what was happening…they simply swallowed everything.” To whom is Winston referring? Make a modern day connection. 2
12)  How did O’Brien furtively arrange for Winston to come visit him? What does furtively mean? 2
13) Why does Orwell keep having Winston ominously foreshadow his own death? What does ominously mean? 2
14) O’Brien told Winston, “…you will be fighting in the dark. You will always be in the dark. You will receive orders and you will obey them, without knowing why.” Why is this revolutionary/“anti-man” strategy ironic? 1
15) “Someone had picked up the glass paperweight from the table and smashed it to pieces on the hearthstone.” -1984 “The breaking of the conch and the deaths of Piggy and Simon lay over the island like a vapor.” –Lord of the Flies What do these two quotes have in common abstractly? 2
