1984
Quizzical #3, Section III
1) What is significant about Orwell having Winston not be certain about the amount of time that he spent in captivity? 1
2) “…the lights would never be turned out. It was the place with no darkness.” How was this alluded to earlier? How does this make sense now? 2
3) “‘Of course I’m guilty!’ cried Parsons…‘You don’t think that the Party would arrest an innocent man do you?’” What abstract is Orwell trying to show here? 1
4) Once the beatings began, what did Winston confess to? What did he not “confess” to; what did he not “betray”? Why is this omission significant? 3
5) “He was the tormentor, he was the protector, he was the inquisitor, he was the friend.” Who is the “he”? What two authorship tricks are happening here? 3
6) “It was the photograph, and there was not a question of its identity.” What is significant about the reoccurrence of this photograph in this manner literally (to the plot)? What message is Orwell trying to say about humanity? 2
7) “O’Brien had tortured him to the edge of lunacy…he would send him to his death…deeper than friendship, they were intimates.” Why does Winston feel so attached to O’Brien? 1
8) Winston asked O’Brien, “Does Big Brother exist?...in the same way I exist?” O’Brien replied, “You do not exist.” What prediction might a reader make at this point in the text? How is this last statement by O’Brien figuratively true? 2
9) What is significant about the fact that O’Brien wrote the book? 1
10) Define solipsism ______________________________________________________________ How does the Party use it to control the masses? 1
11) “If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face-forever.” What does O’Brien proclaim is true power over man; how does the Party exert their power over manhood? 1
12) If what O’Brien tells Winston is true, “You are the last man…You are the guardian of the human spirit,” then what is Orwell’s statement about humanity? How is this message similar to William Golding’s statement about humanity? 2
13)  After he sees his atrophied body in the mirror, Winston is fed and writes and trains himself to accept the Party’s ideas. Who does it seem won at this point: the Party or Winston? How? What does atrophied mean? 2
14) “The heretical thought…would have blown a hole in their own perfection. To die hating them, that was freedom.” How is this verbal irony? 1
15) How Winston’s black-white chess is game a possible allegory/microcosm of two other battles? 2
16) Who won? Winston or the Party? How do you know? 1
