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Dead Man Walking

Crimes occur around the world in an array of severity. These felonies could be as menacing as speeding or shoplifting, or could be life threatening. Everyday someone in the world has been raped, tortured or murdered. The criminals who have performed these incredulously appalling actions have a few resulting consequences: prison with the possibility of parole, prison for life without parole, or death. The death penalty should be legal because severe actions deserve just as strict results, and it would allow for more room in prisons. 
First of all, the death penalty has been part of the United States (U.S.) judicial system for a long time. Currently, the death penalty is allowed in 37 states; it is unauthorized in 13 states, Michigan being one of them ("Death Penalty"). Before America had even been discovered, the death penalty had been declared in the writing of Hammurabi’s Code and was continually practiced throughout civilizations ("eNotes"). The death penalty had been one of the many attributes brought to America by the European settlers ("eNotes"). Colonists were killed for a variety of crimes. As time passed, the crimes that resulted in the death penalty intensified, but the death penalty was continued. However, in the 1960’s and 1970’s, challenges were made against the death penalty. These challenges claimed that it went against the Eighth Amendment, which made cruel and unusual punishment illegal ("eNotes"). The multitudinous challenges against the death penalty resulted in a temporary abolishment of capital punishment. This abolition only lasted four years, from the time of 1972 till 1776 ("eNotes"). Just as the status and legality of capital punishment has changed, so has the severity and ways of carrying it out. When the death penalty was made legal in Hammurabi’s Code, the life of the criminal could be taken in an assortment of way such as “beheading, boiling in oil, burying alive, burning, crucifixion, disembowelment, drowning, flaying alive, hanging, impalement, stoning, strangling, being thrown to wild animals, and quartering (being torn apart)” ("eNotes"). In Britain and America, the death penalty was most commonly carried out with hangings. Later on, with greater enhances in science, capital punishment could be carried out differently: gas chamber, lethal injection, electrocution. The current forms of the death penalty used are electrocution, gas chamber, lethal injection, firing squad, and hanging ("eNotes"). What form a criminal will receive depends on the location of their crime and the ruling of the court. 
Despite the legality of the death penalty, the amounts of executions now seem to be dropping. In the 1930’s, the amount of executions was 1,690, but in the 2000’s it has been reduced to 501("Death Penalty"). In 2009 there were 52 executions in the U.S., in 2010 there were 46, and so far in 2011 there have been three executions ("Death Penalty Information Center"). However, the amount of executions in the 1990’s and 2000’s are much higher than those of the 1980’s and the 1970’s, when capital punishment was reinstated ("Death Penalty"). The vast amount of deviation throughout the decades can be easily seen, 1987 had only 25 executions, 1997 had 74 executions and 2007 had 42 ("Death Penalty"). While the amount of criminals punished with the death penalty is higher than it was in the 1980’s, it is dramatically lower than the number of executions in the 1990’s. 
If someone has taken another person’s life, they don’t deserve to keep their own life. There have been crimes committed so disturbing and dreadful that they can cause chills and tears of the audience who had to hear about them. Families have been torn apart; communities have been left heart-broken and scared. One such story was that of Jessica Lunsford. Jessica was a cheerful, nine year old girl living in Florida (Burns). The last time she had been seen by her family was when she “kissed her grandmother goodnight and went to sleep in her bedroom” (Burns). Later that night, “convicted sex offender John Evander Couey” broke into the home and kidnapped Jessica (Burns). He sexually assaulted her, and ended up murdering her as well. She had died of suffocation because he had buried her alive (Burns). This crime resulted in “the state seeking the death penalty” (Burns). A crime so atrocious deserves a strict outcome. There should be no chance for this man, and criminals like him, to be allowed parole or the luxury of housing and food from tax payer’s money. The state wanted the death penalty against Couey because that was the best reaction for his actions. His actions, and the actions of many criminals is so horrendous; they have no right keeping their own life, after taking someone else’s.
While the death penalty may be viewed positively, there is a chance that it could be argued that no one deserves to have their life taken, and two wrongs don’t make a right. It could be argued that it is unethical to take someone’s life, no matter the crime they committed. Also, many feel that “every human being is entitled to receive a second chance in life” (Kartha). Other consequences could be looked at such as imprisonment. There are also rehabilitation centers where “people who have served life sentences are reported to have bettered their earlier ways of living and have made worthwhile contribution to the society” (Kartha). So, “if there [was] a chance that [they] may improve,” then actions should possibly be taken to give the criminals that chance.
Contrarily to that belief, giving criminals the opportunity for a prison sentence and rehabilitation, then later on parole to lurk amongst the public, would be negative for society. The people sentenced to the death sentence are dangerous individuals. These people are psychotic and do not experience the same remorse as the mass population of humanity. They could easily try and show immense improvement, get released amongst the world, and go right on doing the crimes they had been. America is known for its justice system and “justice is better served” when criminals receive “the punishment fit[s] the crime [committed]” (Messerli). Like Couey, “a person who's on death row has almost always committed crimes before” and carrying out the death sentence would bring “justice for current and past victims” (Messerli). If these criminals have committed crimes before, likeliness is that they will commit more crimes and bring down the safety in society. 
Not only would eliminating the death penalty be dangerous for society, but the criminals wouldn’t be getting the punishment they deserve. When a criminal has committed such a malicious crime, such as rape or murder, they have lost their right to live as well. Taking a helpless person’s life in cannot be condoned. The perpetrator must accept his actions and has no right of keeping his life, while he has taken the life of another. In order for a felon, who has committed such malevolent and unruly crimes, to get what they deserve, they must suffer the death penalty.  
Accordingly, with the crime rate rising, there are more people in jail, and the death penalty would allow for more space in prisons. The immense amount of criminals in prison results in very little space for new prisoners. That wouldn’t be a problem if people didn’t commit crimes, but realistically, “the criminal rate has been on the rise over the past decade” ("HubPages"). From the 1920’s till the 1980’s the crime rate was gradually increased but stayed below 500,000 incarcerated Americans (McLaughlin). From the 1980’s through now, though, the amount of incarcerated Americans has sky rocketed; it is now over 2,000,000 and still on the rise (McLaughlin). If more people need place in prison, then what do they do? Prisoners who have been in jail longer are sent out on parole because “the Judicial System [has had] to make room for their newest criminals which [has caused] them to release criminals early [, even] the ones that have Life Sentences” ("HubPages"). It is common that people who committed crimes that should have resulted in the death penalty only spend 25 years in prison. Criminals should not be freed upon the world, especially those who are supposed to be in jail for life. The security of society is at stake and that shouldn’t be an option. Instead of the public being endangered by hostile criminals; they should “execute the ones that are on Death Row that have exhausted all of their appeals,” and bring safety back to humanity ("HubPages"). Safety would be brought back to society not only because the worst criminals are being sentenced to death, but the criminals of lesser crimes will be in jail for the right amount of time because there would be more room available in prisons.
Therefore, the legality of the death penalty will have a variety of long-term consequences on society. If the death penalty is made illegal in all of the United States, then negative reactions may occur: criminals would reap havoc on the world, the careers of lethal injectors and electric chair engineers would be lost, more inmate to inmate murder would occur in prisons. However, if the death penalty is made legal in all states, then positive outcomes will arise: murder rate will decrease, society will be safer, and taxes will decrease. Hence, the death penalty should be legalized in all states.
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