Canterbury Tales Persuasive Essay

“The Miller’s Tale,” “The Wife of Bath’s Tale,” “The Knight’s Tale,” & “The Pardoner’s Tale”

Which of the three tales that you encountered was the best? What made it the best? In which tale was the theme more powerful than the rest?  In which tale was the plot arranged more effectively than the others? Which narrative poem relates to your life more than the others? Your task is to write a persuasive essay that proves your position.
After writing this essay, please choose at least one specific Learning Target to revise. First, identify the weakest Learning Target that you need the most practice with (or more than one). Second, go to your draft and figure out how to make the changes; consult Mr. Foster in before school, after school and/or by emailing him at afoster@armadaschools.org for help. Third, rewrite the essay (ideally typed, but not necessarily) and make the changes. Then, highlight the specific changes you made in a specific color (yellow, for example) then highlight the row of the rubric that matches the Learning Target that you fixed. Finally, turn in the newest draft with changes highlighted and the old rubric with Learning Target(s) highlighted. 
This process allows for Mr. Foster to see that you can focus your work/skills/proficiency on specific Learning Targets. Examples of how to do this successfully are below.
	Learning Targets
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Position = Did I take a clear position on the issue? Did I prove a thesis?


	I can make my position very clear beyond teacher expectations. My reader is completely convinced my position is true in a profound way.
	I can make my position clear consistently. My reader is pretty certain my position is true. My argument is apparent and believable.
	I can make my position fairly clear. My reader is partially convinced my position is true. Some aspects of my claim are confusing or unclear.
	I struggle to make my position obvious.  My reader is not convinced my position is true. I require teacher assistance to provide a clear claim. 

	Organization = Did I organize my ideas in a logical & effective manner so that my audience can understand & follow my thinking?
	I can structure ideas to 

make my thesis obviously 

true  beyond teacher 

expectations; my 

transitions are smooth, 

mature, varied &artistic.
	I can structure ideas to 

make my thesis true 

consistently; my transitions

are clear, obvious and 

useful on a consistent 

basis
	My structure implies that 

my thesis true; some of my 

transitions help move 

between ideas. My reader 

has to infer my flow of 

ideas.
	My structure is confusing 

and/or misleading;  my

transitions are lacking or ineffective. I require 

teacher assistance to 

organize my thoughts. 

	Support = Did I use accurate and relevant evidence to support claims and/or counter claims? 


	I can use an abundance of 

evidence that is reliable, 

specific, relevant, 

unbiased & directly proves

my thesis beyond teacher 

expectations. 
	I can use a supply of 

evidence that is respectable, 

specific, useful, unbiased 

and proves the thesis. I do 

this consistently for every

 argument/reason. 
	Some evidence I used is 

helpful, relevant, unbiased 

and works to prove the 

thesis. I am sometimes 

inconsistent or inaccurate 

with my argument support
	I used little to no evidence; 

it is unreliable, vague, 

irrelevant, biased, 

plagiarized and/or doesn’t 

directly prove the thesis. I 

require teacher help to show 

evidence for arguments

	Produce writing that 

follows convention: 

accurate grammar, 

punctuation, & mechanics
	I can display an advanced 

use of Standard American 

English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can display a sufficient 

control over Standard 

American English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can only display an 

inconsistent or partial 

control over grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I have multiple miscues 

in grammar, punctuation 

& mechanics; my errors 
distracted from meaning


Here are the most common errors from students last year:
1) They did not consistently and effectively do the final “A” in TADA, which is adding 1-3 sentences at the end of every body paragraph that explains how the examples prove the thesis true. They sound something like: Since it is a fabliaux and entertained the reader effectively with crude jokes and comical plot twists, “The Miller’s Tale” was the most engaging and entertaining of all of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.
2) The paragraph structure was off. It should be introduction, pro #1, counter argument, rebuttal, pro #2 and conclusion (without actually using the phrase “In conclusion”)
3) The counterargument was too strong (use words like “perhaps” or “it is possible that”) and/or didn’t discuss how a different tale than the one mentioned in the thesis might be the best.

4) The rebuttal was not a refutation of the counter argument. If the counterargument is that “The Miller’s Tale” might be the best because it is a fabliaux, then the rebuttal should describe how “The Miller’s Tale” as a fabliaux just makes it a childish, immature tale & NOT the best. 

5) Students just added lots of sentences in the middle of many body paragraphs that simply summarized the tales. This summary is not needed anywhere in the essay and doesn’t prove the thesis at all.

6) They punctuated the titles of the tales incorrectly. It should look like: “The Pardoner’s Tale”

7) There were many errors in third person consistency. They should have stated things as fact (even though they are their own arguments) and avoided the words I, me, my, you and your. So, instead of saying “I think this tale is the best,” they should have said, “This tale is the best.”
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