Tone Words
Use these words to effectively commentate on the TONE of a text

· Allusive = characterized by indirect references
· Angry, Concerned, Confident, Compassionate, Detached
· Banteringly, banter (noun) = good-humored, playful conversation

· Burlesque (noun) = A work that makes a subject appear ridiculous by treating it in an inappropriate, inconsistent way, as with vulgarity, mockery or indignity 

· Candid = free from prejudice, impartial, open, obvious
· Clinical = devoid of emotion, analytical

· Colloquial = informal, relating to spoken conversation

· Complimentary = resembling a compliment, an act of courtesy

· Condescending = to lower oneself, to deal with people in a patronizing manner
· Contemptuous = with disdain, scorn and disgrace

· Contentious = quarrelsome, argumentative, belligerent

· Cynical = pessimistic, with scorn or negativity

· Didactic = intended to instruct, inclined to teach

· Diffident = lacking self-confidence, shy, timid

· Disdainful = scornful and contemptuous

· Dramatic, Factual, Fanciful
· Effusive = unrestrained in emotional expression, profuse, overflowing

· Elegiac = resembling an elegy (poem to express remorse for a deceased person)

· Facetious = playfully ridiculing and sarcastic, humorous

· Flippant = Marked by disrespectful humor or casualness, not taking an issue as serious as it should be taken

· Impartial = unprejudiced, fair, neutral

· Incisive = penetrating, clear, sharp

· Indignant = Angry and apathetic
· Inflammatory = arousing passion and emotion

· Insipid = lacking flavor, zest, excitement, stimulation and interest

· Insolent = insulting, arrogant, rude

· Ironic, Restrained, Moralistic
· Irreverent = lacking reverence, respect and honor to a deserving subject

· Lugubrious = mournful, dismal, gloomy

· Patronizing = to treat in a condescending way

· Pedantic = narrow, exaggerated concern for book learning and formal rules

· Petty = of small importance, lack of generosity

· Pretentious = claiming a position of distinction when unjustified, presumptuous

· Sardonic = scornfully and pejoratively sarcastic. 

· Satirical, Sentimental, Sympathetic, Urgent, Vibrant

· Somber = Dark, gloomy, dull, melancholic

· Turgid = excessive ornate or complex in style

· Whimsical = Carefree, erratic in behavior. 

Practice = First, on the back of this sheet, categorize these words into however many categories you see fit. For example, perhaps you think there needs to be a “sad” category with ten words, or a “mean” category with nine words. Then, write a statement with a NUETRAL tone about your life, AHS, any text we have read, or the price of tea in China. Then, write five more sentences; each are adaptations of your original sentence that correspond to a different kind of tone. Trade with five different partners and see if they can correctly guess which tone you were trying to convey. Also, identify a word from this page that best exemplifies the tone of the poems below; justify your answer. 
“A Poison Tree” by William Blake

Top of Form

I was angry with my friend:
I told my wrath, my wrath did end.
I was angry with my foe:
I told it not, my wrath did grow.

And I watered it in fears
Night and morning with my tears,
And I sunned it with smiles
And with soft deceitful wiles.

And it grew both day and night,
Till it bore an apple bright,
And my foe beheld it shine,
And he knew that it was mine - 

And into my garden stole
When the night had veiled the pole;
In the morning, glad, I see
My foe outstretched beneath the tree. 

“My Heart Leaps Up” by William Wordsworth

My heart leaps up when I behold 


   A rainbow in the sky:


So was it when my life began; 


So is it now I am a man; 


So be it when I shall grow old, 


   Or let me die!


The Child is father of the Man;


And I could wish my days to be


Bound each to each by natural piety.

“I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman

I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear,


Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe and strong,


The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam,


The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off work,


The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deckhand


     singing on the steamboat deck,


The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing as he stands,


The wood-cutter's song, the ploughboy's on his way in the morning, or


     at noon intermission or at sundown,


The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work, or of


     the girl sewing or washing,


Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else,


The day what belongs to the day--at night the party of young fellows,


     robust, friendly,


Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.
“I'm Nobody! Who are You?” by Emily Dickenson

Top of Form

I'm nobody! Who are you?
Are you nobody, too?
Then there's a pair of us -don't tell!
They'd banish us, you know.

How dreary to be somebody!
How public, like a frog
To tell your name the livelong day
To an admiring bog! 
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